
Opelousas Catholic School
Grade 8 Summer 2022 Reading

Students entering 8th grade are to read Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl.
Mrs. Helton has 15 used copies to sell for $5 by May 25th (15 available).  Bring
your hard copy of the book and the completed assignments below to school on
the first day of class in August.  This assignment should be written neatly on
loose leaf paper in black ink, or it may be typed using Google docs. It is
important that you do your best work, as this will be your first graded
assignment.

I. Highlight words that you do not understand (know the meaning).
II. When you finish reading, write your thoughts about the book (7-9 complete sentences in

paragraph format).
III. Create a chart to keep track of the main characters in this book. Each time you come

across a new character, write the character’s name and the number of the page on which
the character first appears. Then, jot down a brief description of the character (bulleted
format). Add information about the characters as you read (physical appearance, actions,
thoughts, language). You should have at least eight characters.

IV. A double-entry journal helps you think about a book; it is also helpful to you when you
write a paper or do a project.  A double-entry journal is set up by drawing a line down the
middle of your paper. On the left side, copy a passage or short quotes from the original
text that you find interesting in some way.  The passage could be a bit of dialogue, a
description, or a character’s thoughts. Be sure to write down the page number of the
passage/quote—you might want to find it later.  On the right side, write your thoughts or
feelings about the passage using complete sentences. Why did you choose it? Did it
confuse you? Did you agree with something it says? What does it mean to you? You
should have ten passages from throughout the book.

Double-Entry Journal Example:  Entry on Nothing but the Truth

Passage Thoughts

"Three exams scheduled in one day!!! The
trick is getting past the teacher. It’s like a
race. You have to have a strategy—know
when to take it easy, know when to turn on
the juice.” (pages 7–8)

This part is from Philip’s diary. I think it
really shows the way he looks at the world.
He loves running, but he also thinks you
can solve every problem with a strategy or
a trick. I don’t think he knows how to just
be honest with people.


