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Five years ago, the teacher salary scale placed Opelousas Catholic in the middle of all Catholic schools in the Diocese of 
Lafayette. Tuition at Opelousas Catholic has not increased in five years, nor have our teachers received a raise in that time 
frame and we now find Opelousas Catholic near the bottom of the comparative pay scales for the 30+ schools in the 
diocese. Our low pay has hampered our ability to hire certified, experienced, and qualified secondary teachers. With this 
modest increase, the tuition at Opelousas Catholic still remains among the lowest for high school students in the diocese. 

 
Tuition will increase by $100 per child for the 2022-2023 school year. This equates to a $10 a month increase. This small 
increase in tuition, along with the elimination of some positions and merging other positions will allow Opelousas Catholic 
to offer our full-time faculty a $2,000 raise, bringing us back to the middle of the diocese in salary scale comparisons.  The 
enrollment fee remains at $230/child up to three children.  The fee for students from outside the school’s owner parishes 
(St. Landry, Queen of Angels, Our Lady of Mercy, Holy Ghost and Immaculate Conception) will increase by $40 a year to 
$100. The owner parishes contribute financially to school operations through Sunday collections used for our scholarship 
funds and their pastors also offer their time with Masses, confession, and other religious activities on campus. No such 
compensation is provided by other churches or clergy. 

 
We are asking new students to apply by January 31 in order to guarantee a space in some of our classes. It takes 8-10 days 
to check records and process new student applications.  

 
Registration for all students (new and current) will begin on Tuesday, February 1. Regular registration (with no late penalty) 
will end on Friday, February 18. After February 18, there will be a late fee of $100 assessed for current students.  
Please remember that current year tuition must be up to date in order to register your student. If you have any questions, 
please contact Registrar Joanne Briley at brileyj@ocsvikings.com  
 

2022-2023 Tuition Rates 

 
Annual Rates 

Grade  First Child  Second Child  Third Child 

PK-5  $5,995  $5,695  $5,395  

6-8  $6,115  $5,815  $5,515  

9-12  $6,525  $6,225  $5,925  

Out of Parish Fee/child  $100  $100  $100 

Many schools in the diocese have eliminated the discount for multiple students – Opelousas Catholic has no plans to do so. 
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There will be four payment options for parents for the 2022-2023 school year:  

 
If you are choosing the one or two payment plan you do not need to set up an account with Gulf Coast Bank. You need to 
contact Haley Emonet (337-942-5404, ext 101) or emoneth@ocsvikings.com to set up your plan AND pay your 
enrollment fee.  

 
1. Payment for the full year by June 16 entitles the parent to a $250 credit per student. Many of you took advantage 

of this offer last year.  
2. Payment for half year by June 16, 2022, entitles the parent to a $125 credit per student. Another credit of $125 will 

be given when the remaining half year tuition is paid by December 2022. If the second half is not paid in full, you 
will not receive the second credit and will be required to set up a loan with Gulf Coast Bank for the remaining 
amount due.  

3. Monthly tuition payments will be processed by Gulf Coast Bank and Trust over an 11-month period, beginning in 
June and ending in April. Even though Gulf Coast is a bank, there is no credit check for their tuition payment plan. 
Yes, this is a loan, but at a low interest, declining balance rate. For example, first child, grades 9-12 if you paid over 
11 months with no down payment, your interest would be approximately $194.35 for the year. As you go down in 
grade level or have multiple students, your interest would be less than this. You may cancel at the end of any 
quarter by withdrawing the student with no penalty. Loans need to be created before May 1 in order for the 
payments to be divided over 11 months. 

4. Pelican State Credit Union also has low interest tuition loans. Many of our parents who work at OGH or in 
diocesan positions (school, church parishes) are already members of Pelican State, but others can also take 
advantage of this program – and by paying your tuition in full at the beginning of the year, you also earn the early 
payment credits of $250 per student as noted above. This $250 should cover most or all of your interest on the 
loan.   

Financial aid requests may be done as soon as your registration is completed. Your tuition account must be up to date in 
order to register your child. You must be registered for 2022-2023 in order to apply for financial aid. Please note that 
financial aid is distributed anonymously, is needs-based, and covers only a portion of tuition. Sadly, we always have more 
requests for financial aid than we have money. You can find more information on financial aid on our website.  

We look forward to working with your students next year. Academically, we will continue to expand our programs as 
well as our student activities.   

Sincerely,   

 

Mrs. Marty Heintz, Principal  

 


