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“Guiding our children on their Journey with Jesus”

Walking in the Light!
“But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another.”   
                  John 1:7

It was uplifting to be able to celebrate on the evening of May 21st the 165th Baccalaureate 
Mass, Awards and Commencement for this outstanding class who made the best of 
their senior year during the Covid pandemic. The 51 graduates who sat throughout the 
church, each with their own family members in designated pews, were honored with the 
presence of Bishop J. Douglas Deshotel presiding with the assistance of Msgr. Russell 
Harrington and other parish priests. We were also proud to have Ms. Anna Larriviere in 
attendance to congratulate the graduates. She is the Superintendent of Catholic Schools 
for the Diocese of Lafayette and an AIC 1965 alumna.

On the Wednesday evening of that week, classmates and families came together for the 
Senior Awards Convocation to receive recognition for their hard work and leadership. 
Some of the many prestigious presentations included:

ü  American Legion Honors – Olivia Hebert and John Paul Braham for exceptional 
leadership, character, patriotism, achievement and service

ü Father J. Wilson Matt “Little Light of Mine” Scholarship – Brandon David for his 
strong school spirit, integrity, faith, and sense of humor

ü Four-Year Religion Awards – Emily Richard and Michael Darbonne for their 
remarkable faith and display of Catholic devotion

Honor graduates were announced, culminating with the “Summa Cum Laude” grads (4.0 
and higher GPA) as John Paul Braham, Layn Carter, Brandon David, Emily Dupre, Taylor 
Gautreaux, Olivia Hebert, Rylee LaBruyere, Olivia Lormand, Ivory Luna, Anna McKinney, 
Emily Phillips-Deshotels, and Emily Richard. 

This outstanding class accumulated a total of over $1.6 million in scholarship offers and 
TOPS assistance in addition to scholastic awards from private organizations.  The school 
counselor found that 31 of the 51 graduates (61 percent) qualified for the Louisiana 
TOPS awards due to their exceptional GPA and ACT scores! Many scholars are now 
headed to state universities and one student athlete to Michigan State! Within the four 
top-ranking grads, Olivia Hebert is now at Louisiana State University majoring in Biology 
for her Pre-Dental studies. It is the University of Louisiana-Lafayette for Emily Richard 
where she is in the Speech Pathology and Audiology curriculum. Taylor Gautreaux is 
also at LSU in Baton Rouge to become a Mechanical Engineer like her older brother, and 
going north is John Paul Braham at Louisiana Tech University to pursue his dreams in 
Professional Aviation. 

It is our hope that these graduates continue to lead and serve in their church and 
community as they grow in their faith. Our prayers go with them to be the best they can 
be and to always remain close to God and their alma mater … once a Viking, always a 
Viking!  

“We trust in God with all our might and are faithful to the purple and white!” 

Top-ranking graduates: Valedictorian Olivia Hebert;
Salutatorian Emily Richard; Historian Taylor Gautreaux;

and Recorder John Paul Braham

Caps in the air crowned this memorable evening for the class of 2021! 



As I write this, we have finished one day of the 2021-2022 school 
year. When we left OC at the end of May, we thought we were finished 
with Covid-19 protocols. Little did we know at that time that a surge 
of the Delta variant would hit just as we began the new school year.

Last year I told you we could get through the 2020-2021 school year 
TOGETHER. We did. We survived what was probably the toughest year 
in my 35 year career in education. It was NOT easy but we pushed 
through.

Am I discouraged this year? That’s not the word I’d use. Disappointed, 
maybe that we are still staring down Covid-19. But not discouraged. 
Why? We’ve done this before and succeeded. We can face it again 
and succeed in another school year.

I say that with great confidence. During the pandemic year we stayed 
open, except for the two hurricane weeks, never having to close 
because of Covid. We fought back through the hurricanes as well, 
including the flooding of the high school building and the loss of the 
roof over the “glass hallway” and other spots of damage from one 
end of campus to the other. We lived through one of the worst ice 
storms and cold snaps in recent memory. Actually, it is ironic that 
weather in the form of ice and hurricanes hurt us more last year than 
Covid actually did.

Despite it all, we excelled and flourished to the point where we 
have over 100 new students on our campus this year. Our students 
learned that you can pray and celebrate Mass outside and be close 
to God even if you could not go to the physical church building. Our 
students learned to put their trust in God and that He would guide us. 
We excelled in academics, through it all, with our students scoring 
higher than the parish, state and national levels on standardized 
tests, even though we had three months of virtual instruction back in 
2020 during the shutdown. We celebrated homecoming, graduation, 
ring ceremony, the elementary carnival, awards and all our normal 
activities, even if they were held a little differently. We came together 
to grieve at the death of former assistant principal Rose Lalonde and 
celebrated the accomplishments of former AD and Coach Mickey 
Mills. In athletics, we overcame rescheduled games and quarantines 
to advance to the playoffs in football, boys’ and girls’ basketball, 
softball, and to the state championship in baseball. Even there we 
learned a lesson together, that sportsmanship is the responsibility of 
not just players on the field, but parents and fans in the stands.

So, we made it last year. Yes, I hoped never to have to work around 
Covid again, but we know we can do it again this year, because we 
have a road map and experience to get us through. And, we WILL get 
through, TOGETHER, as we did last year, as the Opelousas Catholic 
Viking family. 

I had a laminated poster in my classroom for many years that said 
simply: “Even in the darkest of times there is light, and where there is 
light there is hope.” I believe that and I pray that you also share both 
hope and confidence in our future.

Once a Viking, always a Viking.

Mrs. Marty Heintz
OC Principal

New Chancellor
The reigns as “Chancellor” of Opelousas 
Catholic School have been handed from Msgr. 
Russell Harrington over to Rev. Neil Pettit.  The 
OC family wishes to thank Msgr. Harrington 
for his loving guidance and care of the school 
and students for the past three years. He 
immediately became part of the school family 
upon arriving as pastor of St. Landry Catholic 
Church and will be missed. Our prayers go 
with him in his transfer to Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Mire.

Opelousas Catholic welcomes Father Pettit as 
the new chancellor and pastor of St. Landry 
Catholic Church. As written by Father Pettit, “I 
would like to thank you for the kind welcome 
I have received, and have enjoyed getting to know some students and 
families already, and am excited to meet the rest of the OC community.”  

“I grew up in Lafayette and graduated from Lafayette High and then 
attended UL for one year before transferring to the seminary.  I studied 
at St. Joseph’s Seminary College in Covington, LA and Mount St. Mary’s 
Seminary in Emmitsburg, MD before returning to the Diocese and 
getting ordained a priest in 2013.  I have served as the Associate Pastor 
at St. Mary Magdalen in Abbeville and the Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist in Lafayette and have also served as Pastor in Cecilia, Lyons 
Point, Morse, and Midland.”  

“My excitement about the upcoming school year stems from my passion 
for Catholic Education.  I think a Catholic Education is one of the best 
investments you can make in your children as we continue to strive to 
lead our families closer to God and the heavenly kingdom.  It is for this 
reason that I will have an extensive daily presence among the school 
community.  Please introduce yourselves when we meet at school 
Masses, programs, and extracurricular activities.  I am looking forward 
to becoming a part of your lives and families, and I truly appreciate 
the sacrifices each of you make to be a part of the Opelousas Catholic 
family. I look forward to serving as your Chancellor and know of my 
commitment to leading you closer to the Lord at OCS.  Please be 
assured of my prayers for each of you and our school community.”

The OC family looks forward to working alongside Father Pettit as we 
nurture and grow our school.  

PRINCIPAL’S        COLUMN

Father Pettit enjoyed popsicles 
with the children during 
orientation week to introduce 
himself to the students.



Year’s Theme and Song
This song by Zach Williams, “Less Like Me”, will be sung during the 
year at school Masses as the student body and staff focus on this 
year’s theme of “Love Like Jesus”! The lyrics of the song are ideal for 
our theme as we share a few words:

A little more like mercy, a little more like grace
A little more like kindness, goodness, love and faith
A little more like patience, a little more like peace
A little more like Jesus, oh, a little less like me!

It is our hope that this theme/song will inspire and 
encourage us to look outside of ourselves and help those around us. By 
serving others, we can become better children of God.

TEACHERS and SUPPORTERS
In this very unusual year, it was decided to award “Teacher of the Year” 
to ALL of our teachers.  As stated by Mrs. Heintz, it was the effort of the 
entire team of faculty working together to keep our students on campus 
with very few Covid issues. Thus, every faculty member was surprised 
with a recognition plaque during the outdoor Catholic Schools Week 
Mass in January. Congratulations team!

To recognize their generous 
help and gift of themselves for 
the school, OC’s “Supporters of 
the Year”, Dutch and Britney 
Williamson, were honored.  
Dutch has volunteered many 
hours to junior high football, 
baseball and softball as had 
Britney with anything needed 
at school. In the devastation 
of Hurricane Laura, Dutch 
accompanied the ministry team 
to assist in Operation Viking 
Relief, bringing machinery 
and tools to help Our Lady’s 
Catholic School in Sulphur. The 
Williamsons gave substantial 

financial assistance through their business, DW Enterprises, to provide 
the new sound and video system in the gym for athletic and school 
events. May God bless them for loving like Jesus!

Britney and Dutch Williamson,
2020-2021 Supporters of the Year

WELCOME!
It is our pleasure to welcome new teachers to our OC family!  

•	Mrs. Elizabeth Ritter - teacher for the third section of 1st grade 
•	Mrs. Shea Lavergne Saucier (2000) - teacher for the third section 

of kindergarten 
•	Coach Randy Houser - teacher for junior high science classes 

and assistant coaching with varsity football and baseball 
•	Mrs. Hannah Thibodeaux - Pre-K teacher for 3-year-old section
•	Mrs. Michelle Hebert - Enrichment Teacher for elementary school 

Recent RETIREES  
OC has been blessed by Mrs. 
Faye Reiners who served 
our preschoolers for nearly 
40 years!  For all of her 
amazing years of caring for 
our littlest Vikings, she was 
even featured on KATC TV 3’s 
“Spirit of Acadiana” segment!  
At Pre-K’s “End-of-the-Year 
Program”, the staff and 
students honored her with 
gifts and special remarks.  
Her husband Wayne (1972), 
four children (alumni), and 
her sister attended in loving 
support.  Thank you, Faye Reiners, for your gentle spirit and love of 
these babies through the years!  
Mrs. Yvette Howard, another outstanding teacher, decided to retire 
after 15 years of teaching business classes at OC and previous work 
in the field of accounting.  In addition, she was a dedicated sponsor 
of the National Honor Society for many years and over recent years 
maintained the school website. Mrs. Howard and her husband are the 
parents of two OC alumni, Jason (2010) and Joshua (2012).  
May God bless both of these teachers with a happy retirement!  They 
are forever Lady Vikings! 

Family members surrounding Mrs. Faye in loving 
support at the Pre-K ceremony included her son 
Daniel Reiners (1995), sister Kaye, daughter Susan 
Reiners Cgo (2005), daughter Kristy Reiners Mount 
(1997), husband Wayne Reiners (1972), and 
daughter Stephanie Reiners Bryson (1993). 

EXTRA THANKFUL!  
Besides Mrs. Faye and Mrs. Yvette, other staff members who are moving on following the 2020-2021 school year are:

Mrs. Tammy Fontenot (6 years at OC of her 27 total years in education)
Mrs. Beth Stelly (13 years at OC of her 23 total years in education)
Ms. Sydney Ardoin (2 years at OC)

OC appreciates their exceptional service and wishes them many blessings!  

May God bless OC parent Mitch Olivier, owner of Crawfish Corner in Opelousas, who again provided a complimentary Crawfish Boil for the 
teachers and staff at the end of May to celebrate a successful school year! We are grateful for his unceasing generosity!

What an outstanding gift left to OC by the Class of 2021 … an 8’ backdrop to use with various events and picture opportunities!  

OC acknowledges our board of pastors, deacons and church office staff for their steadfast love, guidance and support!

We are so grateful to those who send us the Community Coffee UPC labels and those who scan their receipts with phone apps when 
purchasing General Mills products. With these directed to benefit Opelousas Catholic, we receive a check from both programs during the year. 
There is no more clipping of box tops now! Simply scan the receipt within 14 days of purchase to provide OC the credit. Download the app via 
links on the “General Mills Box Tops for Education” website. We also appreciate those who bring recyclables to the St. Landry Parish Recycling 
Center, applying it to OC’s account. 



ADVANCEMENT BULLETIN
by Kathy Hebert, Director of Advancement

This newsletter from the Advancement Office recaps the second 
half of the year in most part and projects into the new year.  Please 
share this newsletter and encourage others to consider OC for their 
children, truly a “small school with BIG opportunities”!

Advancement remains very busy with postings on the OC Facebook 
page spreading our good news to many followers. If you have not 
yet done so, please “like” our page and witness the remarkable 
accomplishments and activities taking place! We likewise share 
our updates through local church bulletins and other community 
publications. Furthermore, work is almost complete on the alumni 
wall composite pictures for proud display in our hallways.

Reflecting on our 2020-2021 Angel Appeal, we are happy to report 
that it was one of the most successful drives we have had in many 
years!  Thank you to our “angels”!  We will soon send out the Appeal 
for 2021-2022 and pray for your consideration. Advancement work 
has also involved alumni organization for Homecoming and the 
annual dinner and auction event. Please mark your calendars for 
Homecoming 2021 on October 22 and for the “Dinner, Auction & 
Music” evening on December 3.  *Note the change in the time of year 
for this event which was usually held in February.  

Our office also anticipates the “Brick Campaign” which is still in 
the plans to benefit academic building construction needs. Look 
for information coming in the mail! May God continue to bless 
advancement endeavors as OC moves forward “together” striving to 
“love like Jesus” through these challenging times!

These preschoolers in Mrs. Blaire’s class chose their favorite colored sunglasses
from the tree in the lobby as they eagerly anticipated their summer vacation!

TECH “Bits and Bytes”
by Beth Going Hebert (1974), Technology Director 

We recently received another 85 chromebooks from the parish (Title 
V funds). These will be distributed to eighth grade students in August. 
The remainder will be put on carts to supplement class sets. With 
these additional chromebooks, we are able to allow all students in 
grades 8-12 to join our 1-to-1 program and have 24-hour use of a 
chromebook.  Currently, we are waiting on new Promethean Boards 
to replace older ones as well as laptops and desktops with EANS 
money. Through the upcoming Angel Appeal, we will be purchasing 
equipment for use in the Religion classes as they are not allowed to 
use any equipment purchased with parish, state or federal funds.

All of our teachers use technology as an added instructional tool. This 
summer we were excited to up our broadband with AT&T.  We now 
have 500 mbps internet speed which should be a nice boost for our 
network. Being proud of our progress in technology, we look forward 
to what the future holds for us at Opelousas Catholic. 

Looking for a way to help OC? Bring your used ink/toner cartridges 
and old cell phones to school so we can recycle them and get cash 
back or discounts on office supplies. We generally earn over $500 
each year through this process. You can also gain significant state 
tax credits by purchasing new computer equipment for Opelousas 
Catholic. Call me (337-942-5404 ext 102) for more information.

Growth in Many Ways!
Growth can be defined in various means!  At OC, as Mrs. Heintz 
indicated in her column, our students scored higher than the parish, 
state and national levels on this spring’s standardized tests, despite 
the Covid year!  In one of many examples, with ACT Aspire, 100 
percent of 7th grade met or exceeded English benchmarks showing 
they are ready for college prep high school English. With PreACT 8/9, 
the 9th graders scored above the national mean in every subject area 
tested! 

Thrilled are we that enrollment has increased for this year, welcoming 
over 100 new students to campus.  This growth spurt had led to the 
addition of a third section for both kindergarten and first grade levels.  
It is uplifting to have these wonderful growing pains!

337-942-5712
Laf. Line 337-234-5002

Fax 337-942-6332

Printing
Office Supplies
& Furniture
Letterheads
Business Cards
Envelopes
Brochures
Books
Specializing in
4-Color Process
123 S. Main St.
Opelousas, LA 70570

OC Pre-K is COOL!
Opelousas Catholic has an outstanding Pre-K program!  Our staff of 
six is truly dedicated and caring, attracting the attention of young 
parents aimed at the best for their three and four-year-olds. In fact, 
the majority of these Pre-K families are choosing to stay at OC in 
kindergarten and beyond. To endorse our program, we include some 
reflections by some of our “Moms” who recently experienced Pre-K 
with their child(ren):

vMia Jesclard:  “Pre-K at OC truly fosters the love of Jesus Christ 
in a hands-on educational program. It is filled with laughter, 
fun, singing, art, love and learning!”

vBritney Williamson:  “Our two older children attended Pre-K at 
a different school, so when our youngest started at OC Pre-K, 
we wondered if it would meet our expectations. And it did! 
The love and knowledge that these teachers show to our little 
ones is awe-inspiring!  OCS is family, and we are so happy to 
be part of it!”

v Julie Mobile:  “The Pre-K program is amazing! The teachers 
work as a team with lesson plans filled with creativity. Most 
impressive is the way they always incorporate our Catholic 
faith in ways the children understand and enjoy. I am so proud 
to say we are Vikings!”



ELEMENTARY SNAPS!

Fifth grade students, leaders on the elementary side, delivered a
beautiful reenactment of The Last Supper on Holy Thursday for the first time. 

Parents were invited and enjoyed the viewing of each class.

Spring Carnival 2021 was lots of fun for the elementary students! 
Here were kindergarten kids in a serious “Eggstravaganza” race!

Lots of spirit and support was shown by elementary and all of the student body in a special send 
off for the baseball team headed to the State Championship game!  We love our Vikings!

On Holy Thursday, Pre-K youngsters learned more about their faith with the
“Washing of the Feet” as shown to them by then OC senior Michael Darbonne

who has aspirations to become a Catholic priest.

Sadie Smith was selected as the fifth grade 
“2020-2021 Viking of the Year” based on her 
outstanding qualities! She is the daughter of  

Tucker and Katie Aucoin Smith (both 2004).

The 2021 grads promenaded 
through the hallways for the 
last time as a class dressed in 
their caps and gowns as they 

prepared for practice and 
pictures.  It was touching to 
see the cheers and congrats 

from the student body.

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 2021
Grandparents’ Day is now set for TUESDAY, November 16.  OC 
looks forward to welcoming our loving grandparents on campus 
for this special morning which will include a Prayer Service 
and elementary classroom visitations.  The youngsters love 
this day to show off their work, their class and their teacher 
and truly missed being able to celebrate last year due to Covid 
restrictions. Let’s pray that we can have our loving grandparents 
on campus this time. 



Football (Coach Thomas David)
The team went to the first round of playoffs!  
Keon Coleman (Mickey Mills Team MVP; LFCA All-State)
Drake Guidry (OC Offensive MVP)
Ethan Stelly (OC Defensive MVP)
John Paul Braham & Brandon David (Leadership Awards)
Myles Brown & Matthew Semien (Captain Awards)

Cross Country (Coach Steve Guidroz)
District Runner-Up!
Carter Zerangue (Boys MVP)
Lauren Charles (Girls MVP)
Lauren Miller & Toby Villemarette (Coach’s Awards)
State Meet participants:  

Girls Lauren Charles, McKenzie Chevis, Ella Hanks, Lauren Miller, Savannah Nezat
Boys Eli Guidroz, Cade Monceret, Hunter Monceret, Jaren St. Clair, Toby Villemarette, Carter Zerangue

 
Girls’ Basketball (Coach Connie Thierry – District 5-1A District Coach of the Year)
District Champions & went to the quarterfinals!
Rylee LaBruyere (OC Team MVP)
Brailey Major (OC Offensive MVP)
Layn Carter (OC Defensive MVP)
Alexis Lafleur (Coach’s Award) 

Boys’ Basketball (Coach Jeff Dupre)
District Runner-Up & went to the quarterfinals!
Keon Coleman (OC Team MVP & Offensive MVP; District MVP; All State; All Star)
Caleb Rubin (OC Defensive MVP; District All-Defensive Team)

Girls’ Soccer (Coach Chuck Soileau)
District Runner-Up & Parish title
Violet Sebastien (OC Team MVP; District Midfield MVP; Parish Offensive MVP)
Olivia Boagni (OC Offensive MVP)
Mary Katherine Trahan (OC Defensive MVP; Parish Defensive MVP; All State Freshman Team)
Hallie Lavergne (OC Midfield MVP)
Lexie Pike (Parish Goalkeeper MVP; All State Freshman Team)
Ivory Luna (Coach’s Award)

Boys’ Soccer (Coach Brandon Castania)   
Myles Brown (OC Team MVP)
Ethan Stelly (OC Offensive MVP)
Landon Pike (OC Defensive MVP) 
Noah Ortego (Coach’s Award)

Softball (Coach Will Pitre) 
District Runner-Up & went to the quarterfinals!
Zoe Sloane (Scotty Speyrer Sportsmanship Award; LSWA 1A All-State)
Emily Jesclard (Best Teammate Award)
Blaire Gerald (Coach’s Award; LSWA 1A All-State)

Baseball (Coach Justin Boyd) 
District Runner-Up & Division IV State Runner Up!
Bryce Rozas (OC Team MVP; LSWA All State)
Drake Guidry (OC Offensive MVP; LSWA All State)
Jon Burton Charles (OC Defensive MVP; LBCA All State)
Luke Soileau (Gene Mills Memorial Award)
Chance Helton & Cade Theriot (Coach’s Awards)

Track & Field (Coach Thomas David)
Landon Pike (OC Boys Track MVP)
Keon Coleman (OC Boys Field MVP)
Emily Dupre (OC Girls Field MVP)
Kamron Levier (Coach’s Award; State 4th place High Jump)

Golf (Coach John Braham)
John Paul Braham (6-year Golf Letterman Dedication Award)

Tennis (Coach Chuck Soileau)
Kennedy Sittig (Coach’s Award)
State Tourney Qualifiers:
   Sabrina Dupre, Macy Monceret, Violet Sebastien, Kennedy Sittig, Jaren St. Clair, Jacob Vazquez

Congratulations to all of our hard-working athletes and special kudos to 
those who earned district, parish, regional and state honors!

ON THE SPORTS SIDE
Despite a few interruptions due to COVID, the Vikings and Lady Vikings had another 
successful year in athletics. Playoff action was seen by football, boys’ and district 
champion girls’ basketball, baseball and softball! It was an exciting spring with Vikings’ 
baseball making it again to the State Championship game!  

ATHLETIC FOOTNOTES 

Ø The 2020-2021 “Scholastic Athlete Awards” (highest GPA) were 
presented to Taylor Gautreaux and John Paul Braham. 

Ø Keon Coleman, 6-foot-4, signed with Michigan State University 
to play both football and basketball! He leaves OC as the all-time 
leading scorer in boys’ basketball!

Ø Fourteen senior scholar athletes announced as “All State 
Academic Honors” through LHSAA for outstanding academic 
achievement and athletic participation: 
John Paul Braham Rylee LaBruyere Kennedy Sittig
Layn Carter  Lexi Leger  Zoe Sloane
Brandon David  Olivia Lormand Ethan Stelly
Emily Dupre  Ivory Luna  Toby Villemarette
Drake Guidry  Macy Monceret

Ø Taylor Gautreaux, senior scholar athlete, was honored on the 
“All-Academic COMPOSITE 1A Team” for girls’ basketball! This 
prestigious list includes those with the highest grade point 
averages in ALL classes/divisions in the state in this sport!

Ø Jeremy Guidry and Dirk Helton were selected as “Boosters of 
the Year” for their tireless work with the athletic program.

Ø Congratulations to our 6th grade Baseball Team for their 
undefeated season and winning the Acadian League Championship!  
The future looks even brighter for Vikings’ baseball!

Ø Our young 10-year-old rodeo star, Addison Gautreaux, 
continues to excel, having just won her 8th saddle!  She is now 
the 2021 Junior Champion Pole Bender with plans to compete in 
the National Finals in Guthrie, Oklahoma.

P.  O. Box 1819 • Opelousas, Louisiana 70571-1819
Phone: 337-948-3056 • Fax: 337-942-1134

www.americanbankandtrust.net

S E R V I C E  T H E  A M E R I C A N  W A Y
Opelousas     Port Barre     Krotz Springs     Lawtell     Lafayette

In Athletic Awards, it was Drake Guidry 
and Olivia Lormand receiving the prestigious 
Viking and Lady Viking of the Year honors for 
their athletic participation, academic excellence, 
character and school pride. They were positive 
role models on and off the field!



VIKINGS FOOTBALL 2021 (District 5-1A)   
August 27  St. Edmund Jamboree       Away
September 3  Eunice High        Away
September 9  Vermilion Catholic        Home
September 17  Port Barre        Away
September 24  Vinton         Away
October 1  Menard               Away
October 8  St. Edmund (D)        Away
October 15  Catholic Pointe Coupee (D)       Home
October 22  North Central (D) *       Home
October 29  Sacred Heart VP (D)       Away
November 5  Westminster (D)        Home

(Check the OC website (www.OCSvikings.com) for any changes.)

(D) District game                     GO VIKINGS!           * Homecoming

Congratulations to our State Runner-Up Vikings for baseball!  It was a great run through 
the playoffs, culminating with the Vikings being the second best team in the Division IV! 
(photo courtesy of Mike Curley)

Baseball at the NEXT LEVEL
Sam Pitre (2019) is grabbing attention as a member of the Millsaps 
College Baseball Team! He was named to the SAA Baseball All-
Conference First Team!  Congratulations, Sam!  

VOLLEYBALL is Here!
Volleyball is being added as another athletic program at OC!  
September will begin the season for teams in grades 5, 6, 7, and 8. 
Plans are to expand into high school over the next couple of years!  
Go Vikings!

   V IK ING PR IDE

Acknowledged as exceptional in her high school years, Olivia Hebert was recognized as the OVERALL 
Student of the Year in the entire parish by the St. Landry Parish Chamber of Commerce and was presented 
with scholarships at the Chamber’s annual banquet! She is the daughter of Dr. Racheal Tate Burnell, OC 
alumna of 1996.   

The Knights of Columbus presented the Catholic Youth Leadership honors to graduating seniors Olivia 
Hebert and John Paul Braham as well as the Fourth Degree Medallion to Brandon David.

The latest scholar inductees into the National Honor Society based on their scholarship, service, leadership 
and character include these 13 outstanding students:

Kaylee Bergeron  Anna Kate Emonet  Brailey Major
Lauren Charles  Eli Guidroz   Lydia Martin
Lindsay Charles  Madelyn Joubert  Jaren St. Clair
McKenzie DeRouen Ellie Lafleur  Kennedy Sittig
Ella Eades  

Expected to be positive role models in 2021-2022 are these high school leaders:  Jaren St. Clair, Student 
Body President; and class presidents:  Brailey Major, grade 12; Gracie Carriere, grade 11; Emily Jesclard, 
grade 10; and Rhett Chautin, grade 9. 

continued...

In junior high, top honors went to 
Rowen Bergeron who maintained the 
highest overall GPA in 8th grade and 
to Zachary Collins with the Viking of 
the Year award for 8th grade based on 
his true Viking qualities of classroom 
excellence, strong moral character and 
kindness.



The Varsity Cheerleader Squad 2021-2022: 
Kaylee Bergeron, captain Brailey Major Emmie Courvelle 
Ella Eades, co-captain Alyssa Meche Lexie Pike
Lindsay Charles  Gracie Carriere Kaitlyn Quirk
Anna Kate Emonet  Olivia Clark Mary Katherine Trahan
Taylor Estis  Monica Collins Lauren Duhon
     Grace Luna

The Vikette Dance Team 2021-2022: 
Nyah Lynch, captain  Lydia Martin Ciara Melancon
Lauren Charles, co-captain Marilyn Moody Demi Zerangue
McKenzie DeRouen  Alyssa Guidry Anna Breaux
Amber Lastie  Rheagan Butler Kayden Darbonne

The Junior High Cheerleader Squad 2021-2022: 
Aubree Carriere, captain Emma Ludeau Ellie Savage
Bailey Melancon, co-captain Madison Ludeau Sara St. Cyr
Alli Bertrand  Katherine Marcantel Ainsley Reed
Madison Faul  Halen Saucier

   V IK ING PR IDE

continued...

OC was honored to have a 10th grade exchange student from Germany 
with us!  Julia Gatzki was recognized at the end-of-year academic 
program and proclaimed a newly-inducted honorary alumna. She was 
reminded that she will always have a home at Opelousas Catholic!

Eighth grader Rhett Chautin was the selected recipient of the Father 
Verbis Lafleur Memorial Scholarship as presented by the Lafleur 
family. It is based on his outstanding academics and involvement 
in church, school and community along with his essay and will be 
applied to his freshman year at Opelousas Catholic School.

“Citizenship Awards” to 2020-2021 elementary students for being 
leaders in school, excelling in academics and consistently showing 
consideration and respect to others:

Kindergarten: Olivia Broudreaux & Jaxson Hebert
Grade 1: Tripp Billeaudeau & Clark Minyard
Grade 2: Jackson Burnell & Carter Jarrell
Grade 3: Makenzie Lafleur & Jackson Trahan
Grade 4: Emmy Hutchins & Maddie Rose Mouret
Grade 5: Khobi Collins & Bella Ellis

“Religion Awards” to 2020-2021 elementary students for being 
steadfast in demonstrating good Christian behavior and strong 
Catholic faith:

Kindergarten: Davis Citron & Merritt Deville
Grade 1: Amelie Lafleur & Allison Stelly
Grade 2: Alivia Gerace & Jonah Stelly
Grade 3: Olivia Hatfield & Ava Ortego
Grade 4: Maire Deville & Lucy Meche
Grade 5: Camille Emonet & Holden Thibodeaux  

Outstanding high school students McKenzie Chevis and Brailey 
Major were recognized for their spirit, academics and leadership skills 
with the “Black Advocates for Life Emerging Leaders Scholarships” 
as presented by Dr. Kathy Allen, the State Director. These scholarships 
will assist them with their remaining OC education.

Congratulations to OC’s Jordan White (grades 6-8 division) and 
Archer Williamson (grades 3-5 division) who gave their best effort 
in the Lafayette Kiwanis Regional Spelling Bee with competition 
between 30-plus schools in the Acadiana area!   

Jaren St. Clair is now serving as Student Body President for 
2021-2022 and has assembled quite a resume. He has been 
involved in academic, spiritual and athletic roles and has a 
special love for 4-H where he has been especially engaged at 
all levels … school, parish, region, state, and national! 

The 2021 seniors provided another beautiful performance of “The Passion of Jesus Christ” 
during Holy Week in St. Landry Catholic Church.  Magnificent backdrops created by Mrs. 
Pitre and her Art students enhanced this year’s production.

Seniors and freshmen teamed together for their annual Service Day, giving of themselves for 
the good of others in the community. Shown here are then freshman Andrew Fay and senior 
Jon Burton Charles working hard in the mud to benefit the “Hope for Opelousas” property. 

VIKINGS of the MONTH
Students in grades 5 (elementary); 8 (junior high); and 12 (high school) 
were selected as “Vikings of the Month” for being good examples 
of knowing, loving and serving God.
January:  Braxtin Harris, 5th 
  Annie Kate Guidroz & Braylin Harris, 8th
  Emma Manzanares & Jon Burton Charles, 12th 
February:  Khobi Collins, 5th
  Grace Luna & Hunter Buller, 8th
  Grace Burnell & Matthew Semien, 12th
March:  Bella Ellis, 5th
  Anna Breaux & Bennett Wallace, 8th
  Kathryn Mouret & Bryce Rozas, 12th
April:  Archer Williamson, 5th
  Kylie Everett & Dylan Thomas, 8th
  Rylee LaBruyere & Drake Guidry, 12th
May:  Kate Wallace, 5th

“Vikings of the Year” (selected from the August-May monthly 
recipients) included Sadie Smith, 5th grade; Zachary Collins, 8th 
grade; and John Paul Braham, 12th grade. 
   



Congratulations
     Class of 2021

(note the parents who are alumni)

Olivia Bragg John Paul Braham* Myles Brown Grace Burnell Laurie Campbell Kaitlyn Carriere* Layn Carter* Jon Burton Charles

Keon Coleman Kolby Council Michael Darbonne Brandon David* Makenna Denofrio Emily Dupre* John “Jack” Fontenot Taylor Gautreaux*

Blaire Gerald Drake Guidry* Olivia Hebert* J. Chance Helton Aubry Hidalgo Madelyn Joubert* Caleb Kidder Karli Kyle*

Rylee LaBruyere* Logan LeBlanc* Lexi Leger* Olivia Lormand* Ivory Luna* Emma Manzanares* Macey Marcantel Anna McKinney*

Brittney Meche Lily Miller Hunter Monceret Macy Monceret* Kathryn Camille Mouret Emily Phillips-Deshotels* Morgan Quirk Emily Richard*

Caleb Rubin Hunter Runyan Violet Sebastien Matthew Semien Kennedy Sittig* Zoe Sloane* Ethan Stelly*

Cade Theriot Austin Thibodeaux Toby Villemarette*

Stacy Labbe Bragg (1983) Leah Brownlee (1997) Jennifer Fontenot Latiolais (2000)

Bonnie Herpin Darbonne (1982) Joseph Gautreaux (1991)

Nicholas Gerald (1996) Rachael Tate Burnell (1996) Angelique Mouton (1993) Jeanne Montgomery Quirk (1985) Leah Lalonde Kyle (1980)

Joana Ortego LaBruyere (1986) Corey Leger (1992) Karen Soileau McKinney (1982)

Katherine Manuel Miller (2000) Tonya Darbonne Monceret (1994) Tonya Darbonne Monceret (1994) J. Andre Deshotels (1978)

Bryce Rozas
Jonathan Sebastien (1989) Blake Sloane (1996) Eddie Stelly (1990)

Honor Graduate *



A L U M N I  N O T E S
Billie Tully (1963) lives in Decatur, GA and is now retired. She 
graduated from the University of Hawaii at Manoa with a degree 
in Political Science and then went to Loyola Law School in New 
Orleans, graduating there with a Juris Doctorate. Billie practiced law 
in Louisiana, working for the 24th Judicial District Courts in Gretna 
before moving to San Antonio, TX where she practiced with a law 
firm until her retirement in 2007.  As happily reported by her, “I am a 
non-hodgkin’s follicular lymphoma survivor, having been diagnosed 
in 1992”. 

Donna Dupre Phillips (1971) obtained her LPN designation from T.H. 
Harris Vo-Tech School in Opelousas and is now retired from nursing.  
She has been married for 46 years, and they have two daughters and 
now enjoy twin grandsons. Donna and her family have been living in 
Moore, OK since 1981.

J. Darrell Fontenot, Ph.D., J.D. (1976) is now a patent attorney for 
the Moderna Infectious Disease and Vaccines therapeutic area and 
was part of the team that created and launched the Moderna mRNA 
coronavirus vaccine. His preparation to become a patent attorney 
and help in making this historic achievement included a degree in 
Chemistry from UL-Lafayette, a Ph.D. in Virology/Immunology from 
the University of Pittsburgh Medical School and a law degree from 
Fordham University in New York City. He and his wife Mary who 
recently retired from her law practice now live in Mount Tremper, NY.

Randy Wagley (1976) received his business degree from 
Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, LA and then his law 
degree from Southern University Law Center. He has practiced law 
for over 35 years and has served as Assistant District Attorney, a 
St. Landry Parish School Board member, and an Elected Member of 
District 9. Randy takes pride in his six children, four of whom are OC 
alumni. He is also happy to report that he is a grandfather to seven 
with number eight on the way.

Christian Fontenot (1989) attended LSU in Baton Rouge and earned 
his bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering. He has been living in 
Seattle, WA where he enjoys being a Solution Design Architect with 
Qualtrics. 

Kyle Lavergne, FNP, DNP (1997) recently completed his Doctor of 
Nursing Practice degree from UL-Lafayette after having received 
a bachelor’s degree in Nursing and a master’s as a Family Nurse 
Practitioner. Kyle is currently employed by LHC Group in Lafayette 
as Director of Clinical Programs where he initiates programs that 
address conditions such as heart failure, diabetes, and COPD, all 
to improve care of patients in home settings. He is involved with 
incorporating evidence-based clinical solutions to impact patient care 
and outcomes. Kyle is a member of the American Academy of Nurse 
Practitioners and the Louisiana Association of Nurse Practitioners. He 
and his wife Kristina are the parents of three daughters, and they live 
in Rayne, LA.  

John Wagley (1999) works as a warehouse supervisor at Delta One 
Storage.  He and his wife Hali married in October 2018 and recently 
welcomed their baby boy, Cade Darryl, into their home. This young 
family lives in Port Barre, LA where John works. 

Jennifer Fontenot Latiolais (2000) received an Associate’s degree 
from LSU in Eunice in Business Management and then decided 
to pursue Elementary Education and attended the University of 
Louisiana-Lafayette where she earned her degree. She just finished 
her 14th year of teaching in St. Landry Parish.  Jennifer’s daughter 
Layn graduated with honors from OC this May.  With two younger 

children who both attend OC, Jennifer and her husband Chad live in 
Grand Prairie, LA. 

Lauren LeBlanc Dauzat (2006) earned both her Bachelor of Science 
degree and Master of Science degree in Nursing from McNeese State 
University. She is now a Family Nurse Practitioner with Acadiana 
Practitioners in the Opelousas area.  Lauren and her husband Brad 
have five children and are excited to join the Opelousas Catholic 
school family in this school year!

Philippe Inhern (2006) received his bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology 
from LSU and went on to achieve his Doctorate of Physical Therapy 
from the LSU Health Sciences Center. He now practices as a physical 
therapist with Post Acute Medical Specialty Hospital of Covington, 
LA.  Philippe and his wife Andree are the proud parents of four young 
children, including two-year-old twins!  They are happy to report that 
their two oldest are now in Catholic school.

Laramie Lemon, Ph.D. (2007) is completing a three-year postdoctoral 
fellowship performing cancer research at Emory University in the 
Department of Biology. She has also been teaching at Spelman 
College in the Biology Department.  All of this comes after earning her 
B.S. degree in Biology from Northwestern State and her Ph.D. from 
Baylor College of Medicine. Laramie is now married, and they live in 
Atlanta, GA where she is beginning a teaching-track faculty position 
in the Department of Genetics at the University of Georgia in Athens.

Elridge “Trey” Schwartzenburg III, MD (2010) studied Biological 
Sciences at LSU where he earned his bachelor’s degree and then 
went on to the LSU School of Medicine in New Orleans to obtain his 
medical degree. He completed his Pediatric Residency at the Medical 
University of South Carolina and is currently working on a Pediatric 
Cardiology Fellowship there. Trey resides in Charleston, SC.

Emily Noel Jones (2011) attended South Louisiana Community 
College and now holds an Associate’s degree (A.A.S.) in Graphic 
Design. She is currently the Digital Media & Advertising Coordinator 
for Opelousas General Health System and has won many awards for 
graphic design and marketing. Emily recently married her husband 
Mathew, and they live in Carencro, LA.

Jaci Taylor (2015) studied at LSU in Baton Rouge where she earned 
her Bachelor of Arts degree in Communications Disorders and 
then her Master of Arts degree. Jaci is now enjoying her career as 
a Speech Language Pathologist at Pediatric Therapy and Learning 
Center in Lafayette, LA.

Bailey Sonnier (2016) was a May 2021 graduate of the University 
of Louisiana-Lafayette, receiving her degree in Health Information 
Management with a minor in Health Informatics.  She is currently 
employed as an Intake Specialist at VieMed in Lafayette and is 
also working on her certification to become a Registered Health 
Information Administrator.

Elizabeth Duplechain (2017) recently graduated from LSU in May 
2021 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology and a minor in 
Biology. She is in the process of applying for medical school to begin 
in the fall of 2022. In the meantime, Elizabeth stays busy working as 
a surgical case tech at the Surgical Specialty Center in Baton Rouge, 
taking care of her dog Lucy, and volunteering with Hospice of Baton 
Rouge on weekends. 



Madison Fontenot (2017) just graduated with honors from 
the University of Louisiana-Lafayette with a degree in Business 
Administration after majoring in Management with a minor in Human 
Resource Management. She is currently working for the Wright Moore 
CPA firm in Lafayette.  Madison is very busy finalizing plans to get 
married in October to Edward Beauregard.  She states, “I’m staying 
true to my roots while still living in Grand Prairie, Louisiana.

Sarah Joubert (2017) majored in Athletic Training at LSU in Baton 
Rouge and graduated in May. She has since passed her board 
certifications and is a Certified Athletic Trainer. While at LSU, Sarah 
served as a student trainer with the LSU National Championship 
Football Team in 2020 and was the proud recipient of a ring!  She 
also worked with the Swim & Dive Team and the Gymnastics Team. 
Last summer she completed an internship with the Tennessee 
Titans football team in Nashville. This summer Sarah began her post 
graduate work at the University of Baylor in Waco, TX pursuing her 
Master’s degree in Sports Pedagogy. At Baylor, she is serving as a 
Graduate Assistant in the Athletic Department working with the 
Equestrian Team.

Olivia Roy (2017) graduated in May from LSU in Baton Rouge with 
a bachelor’s degree in Natural Resource Ecology and Management. 
She is currently interning as a Biologist Technician for Wyoming Game 
and Fish Department along with a nonprofit organization, Water for 
Wildlife Foundation. Olivia is helping with research projects dealing 
with habitat assessments for mule deer, genetic samplings for 
black bear, and disease collections for big horn sheep.  She enjoys 
backcountry activities and loves to travel, stating that Wyoming is the 
first state she has lived in outside of Louisiana. Olivia’s future plans 
include the pursuit of a master’s degree with studies in behavioral 
wildlife ecology or wildlife management. 

The Whipp Siblings - children of Mrs. Kathy Cortez Whipp (1980) 
and the late Neal Whipp (1977):

•	 Maggie	 Whipp (2015) received her undergraduate degree 
from LSU in Baton Rouge with a major in Communication 
Sciences and Disorders and a minor in Linguistics. She then 
pursued and completed her master’s degree. While in graduate 
school, Maggie was a member of the National Student Speech-
Language Hearing Association. She will begin her career this 
fall at Aspire, a pediatric behavioral health center specializing 
in autism and is excited to be back in Lafayette!  

•	 Noah	 Whipp (2013) graduated in Petroleum Engineering 
from UL-Lafayette and is continuing his work at the Wright 
Enrichment Group where he is now a formulation chemist 
in Research and Development. They make nutritional food 
additives for major food companies like General Mills and 
Kellogg’s.  Noah recently bought a home in Lafayette.

•	 Aline	Whipp	Forestier	 (2006) earned her bachelor’s degree 
in General Studies with a minor in Behavioral Studies at UL-
Lafayette. She is now the Associate Director of Biographical 
Records under the Division of University Advancement.  Aline 
and her husband Alex live in Youngsville, LA and are the parents 
of three children.

•	 Sarah	Whipp	Keating (2003) is also a graduate of LSU and is 
a licensed speech-language pathologist. Sarah and her high 
school sweetheart Patrick married and now enjoy four children 
which keeps Sarah very busy serving her family at home 
while also working as a freelance copywriter and amateur 
blogger. Patrick Keating, MD (2002) is now a board-certified 
ophthalmologist, practicing with Azar Eye Clinic in Lafayette, LA 
for six years. He is an LSU alumnus and received his medical 
degree from the LSU School of Medicine in Shreveport. The 
Keating family lives in Lafayette.

2811 South Union, Opelousas, LA 70570
Phone (337) 942-3041   Fax (337) 942-7112

Website: WWW.GOINGCPA.COM

OC COUPLE WEDS
Aaron Meche and Allie Hollier (both 2013) 
became Mr. and Mrs. Meche on June 25th in 
a beautiful St. Pius Catholic Church ceremony. 
Aaron recently completed his bar exam and 
is beginning a one-year law clerkship with St. 
Landry Parish in September.  Allie has been 
teaching 7th and 8th grade science classes at 
St. Pius Catholic School in Lafayette.  The young 
couple lives in Broussard, LA.
   

STORK NEWS from OC COUPLES
Heather Bullara Quirk (2007) and Tyler Quirk 
(2004) became first-time parents on June 
15th when their baby girl Ann Riley was born.  
Heather has a degree in Kinesiology and works 
as an exercise physiologist in the Intensive 
Cardiac Rehab at Cardiovascular Institute of 
the South.  Tyler is a construction manager 
with Manuel Builders. The Quirk family lives in 
Lafayette, LA.

Another first-time Mommy and Daddy include Meghan Curley Richard 
(2009) and Nick Richard (2005) who welcomed a baby son into their life, 
Paxton Hayes Richard, born on June 16.  Meghan is the Early Childhood 
Education Manager for the St. Martin Parish School System. Nick works as a 
Mortgage Broker in Lafayette, LA where they now make their home.

A third child was welcomed home by Dustin and Nichole Gordon Miller 
(both 2005). On July 13, their baby boy, Carson Joseph, was born and is 
adored by his big sister Taylor and big brother Landon, OC students. Dustin is 
a Nurse Practitioner and an owner of Acadiana Practitioners Family Medical 
Clinic while serving as State Representative for House District 40. Nichole is 
also a Nurse Practitioner and works for the Family Clinic in Opelousas. 

Linda Brownlee Martin and Michael Martin (both 2007) brought their 
fourth baby girl home in January.  Amelie Hazel was born on January 9 and 
will have the attention of her three older sisters!  Linda continues her work 
as a Speech Therapist with Let’s Talk Clinic while Michael maintains his 
work as a Lab Technician in Lafayette, LA. He is also currently working on 
becoming a Deacon in the Catholic Church!



ALUMNI ASSOCIATION Invite!
The Catholic Schools of Opelousas Alumni Association seeks more 
members from OC, AIC, and Holy Ghost School as the group continues 
in the spirit of Catholic education. Co-presidents Haley Devillier 
Emonet (1996) and Blaire Schwartzenburg Emonet (2001) continue 
to lead the alumni board.

The association announces that they will hold a rosary every first 
Wednesday of the month at 5:30 pm in front of the Pieta statue and 
invites all alumni, family and friends to join in.  Bring your lawn chair/
quilt and rosary for lifting up Opelousas Catholic 
School in prayer. If weather does not permit 
outdoors, the rosary will be held in the school’s 
Msgr. Louis J. Melancon Chapel.

Stop by school and see the class wall composites in 
the main lobby with more going up throughout the 
hallways!  ALL alumni are encouraged to get involved in the association 
to make a difference for OC! Those on the school’s database can expect 
to receive 2021-22 membership information in the mail this fall. Let’s 
pull together as advocates for Catholic education in Opelousas!

HOMECOMING 2021 … 
stay tuned!

Gabriel Stelly (2011) has been serving as an Air Force White 
House Social Aide. This program dates back to the Teddy Roosevelt 
administration in 1902. Gabe and others in this role serve as co-
hosts of the White House with the President and First Lady for formal 
events, holiday gatherings, and other historic occasions. They also serve 
as ambassadors of the United States military to members of Congress, 
foreign leaders, and White House visitors.

ALUMNI in the MEDIA …
Reverend Ben Pitre (2002) as featured by the Diocese of Lafayette 
was sworn in as a Lieutenant Junior Grade in the US Navy Chaplain 
Corps in July, and his first assignment is on the USS Gerald Ford out 
of Norfold, VA. May God bless him in this remarkable service!

Nicole Barry (2010) who is an instructor in the University of Louisiana-
Lafayette’ Mechanical Engineering department recently received her 
certification as a teacher in the Billings Ovulation Method. According 
to the Diocese of Lafayette, she will serve the diocese by teaching 
Natural Family Planning classes to engaged and married couples as 
well as fertility awareness classes to young women. She is happy to 
spread this message that fertility awareness is both simple and highly 
backed by science.

Emily Ortego (2017) has been attending the University of Louisiana-
Lafayette and has served as OC Music Minister in recent years. She 
heads to Nashville, TN for an internship as part of her UL-Lafayette 
curriculum!  After her participation in American Idol and then the 
release of her first album, “Love Drought”, there is bound to be more 
exciting news on Emily in the near future!  Keep up with her on her 
website (emilyortegomusic.com). 

Jason Huguet (1994), prize-winning chef and his restaurant 
Steamboat Warehouse, were featured in the recent Acadiana Lifestyle 
magazine which celebrates the people, places, art, food and music 
of Acadiana.  This June article indicated how Jason worked his way 
from busboy to owner after working intensely to learn the business 
and completing John Folse Culinary Institute and then interning under 
legendary Chef Paul Prudhomme!  Look up the article on Acadiana 
Lifestyle’s Facebook page!

ALUMNI SOFTBALL NOTE
The 11th annual alumni softball tourney has not been scheduled as of 
yet. It is our hope that the Covid virus will ease off and the tournament 
will gain more participation on the organizational committee. Heidi 
Fisher Pelloquin (1999) and others need more assistance.  Please 
email ocalumnisoftball@gmail.com if you can help out. Check the 
OC Alumni Softball Facebook page or OC school page for further 
announcements. 

In another first, athletics and high school soccer coach Brandon Castania organized an afternoon 
of “OC Alumni Soccer” in the spring, having friendly competition in both male and female 
groups. It was a fun and beautiful day!

The date set for the Homecoming 2021 game is October 22 in 
Donald Gardner Stadium. Since we were not able to have our normal 
celebration last year due to Covid restrictions, we plan to recognize 
those classes as well as the ones for this year (2011, 2012, 2001, 
2002, 1991, 1992, 1981, 1982, 1971, and 1972). 

Due to the recent surge in Covid, final details have not yet been 
determined by administration for the parade, coronation, Mass, and 
game. Please check the OC Facebook page periodically, and more 
detailed information will be mailed to these classes in the coming 
weeks.  For any questions, email Kathy Hebert in the Advancement 
Office at hebertk@ocsvikings.com.  

Recalling PAST PARADE MARSHAL HONORS
These individuals were honored for their dedication to OC and Vikings 
athletics:

Ø Dr. Robert Speyrer – 1981-82 Homecoming Parade, 40 years 
ago 

 
Ø Mr. Lawrence Lavergne – 1991-92 Homecoming Parade, 30 

years ago
 
Ø Mrs. Virval F. Bradley (1952) & Miss Amanda Louviere (2002) 

– 2001-02 Homecoming Parade, 20 years ago
 
Ø Mrs. Jill C. Artall (1980) – 2011-12 Homecoming Parade, 10 

years ago



MEMORIAL PROGRAM
Gifts to the OC Memorial Program during this school year have 
memorialized departed friends and loved ones or honored those for 
special occasions by remembering them at all school masses. The 
following names have been initially enrolled from July 2020 – July 
2021. Noted in parentheses are the years of graduation of those 
who are alumni. May God bless them!   

*Anyone interested in enrolling a loved one may send a gift to 
the Opelousas Catholic Foundation at 428 E. Prudhomme Street 
indicating the name of the deceased, the name(s)/address of the 
donor(s), and the name(s)/address of the family to be sent a card by 
OC in acknowledgment of the enrollment.

Miriam M. Roy

Lee Taylor

Katrina Manuel

Leopold Frilot

Marvin Macip (1973)

Wayne Reed (1963)

Gary Dupuis

Janelle Savoie

Rose Lalonde

Ralph Gonsoulin (1987)

Eddie Dodge (1968)

Nolia A. Fruge

Kadin Lanclos

Connie Ruffino Lalonde (1947)

Theresa Dupre

Gerald Roy, Sr. (1948)

Homer R. Richard

Gordon LeBlanc (1984)

Rickey Doucet

Daniel Vidrine

Megan E. Briley (2009)

Caleb A. Doucet (2018)

Carmon Barnaba

Sara Ledoux Ohrenberger (2005)

Louis Austin Doucet, Sr. (1956)

Donald R. Bearb

D. Chase Zerangue (2011)

Mildred Whipp

Anne Hollier (1953)

Dr. Jason Hatfield

OPELOUSAS • EUNICE • PORT BARRE • LAFAYETTE
SCOTT • CARENCRO • MEMBER F.D.I.C.

THROWBACKS

Gift in honor of Allison Pousson for Teacher Appreciation Week

Thirty years ago, and they are hopefully still dancing!  This Vikette Dance Team from 1991-
1992 was led by Stacy Venable, captain; and Stacey Lormand, Co-Captain.  

What a nice reunion held in May for this AIC class of 1970 at the home of Mrs. Elaine Dunbar 
Beck, one of their classmates!  

Ten years ago!  Yes, it seems like yesterday!  Let us remember the court and escorts from 
Homecoming in the fall of 2011.



#iGiveCatholic
Mark your calendars for the next “#iGiveCatholic Day” on 
November 30. It is a global online giving day that kicks off the 
charitable season and brings the Catholic community together 
to give back to their favorite Catholic nonprofits. Secure, tax-
deductible donations to eligible Catholic organizations in 
participating dioceses will be accepted at iGiveCatholic.org 
during the 24-hour period on November 30. Follow our OC 
Facebook page for updates as we get closer, and may God 
bless our supporters for choosing OC as a favorite nonprofit!

Seraphim Society ($5,000+)
Mark/Tara Lanier
David/Emily Lucito Smith (2002)
Cherubim Club  ($2,500+)
Juanita Brinkman Fontenot (1954)
   in memory of Harold (1953) and Todd Fontenot (1978)

St. Michael Protectors ($1,000+)
Anonymous
Charlene & Brett Dupuis
St. Gabriel Givers ($500+)
Anonymous
Elaine E. Diesi (1972)
Deacon Sammy/Becky Faul Diesi (1968/1970)
Laura/Kevin Doucet (1982)
Kim/David Edmond (1988)
Allison Hatfield
Carlos Lucito (2005)
Alan Moore (1982)
   in memory of Louis B. Viviano
Faye/Wayne Reiners (1972)
Archangel Associates ($250+)
Kenneth Boagni, Jr. (1954)
John G. Bordelon (1978)
   in memory of Ruby M. Bordelon
Martin/Marian Braham
   in honor of John Braham
Virval Fontenot Bradley (1952)
   in memory of John E. Bradley
John M. Budd (1971)
Bruce Gaudin
Jared & Christine Savoie Leger (1989)
Dianne Ledoux Leonard (1969)
   in memory of Willie, Betty & John Ledoux
Richard/Judi Richard Lucito (1975)
Ralph/June Nezat
Mark/Claire Reed
Vance Robichaux (1981)
   in memory of Aaron Robichaux
Tyler/Lindsey Briley Roy (2004)
Sydney Herbert Schneider (1969)
Melinda/Julian Shuman
Cecil W. Soileau (1956)
Guardian Angels ($100+)
Anonymous
Jay/Jill Christ Artall (1978/1980)
Sonya Auzenne (1980)
Jim/Patrice Ventre Bagby (1976)
Kathryn Kleefisch Barbay (1980)
Tim/Lorraine Lanclos Bellard (1978)
   In honor of Marlene & Merrick Lanclos
Michael/Jennifer Bihm
Frank Boudreaux (1957)
Bob/Elizabeth Sylvester Bouterie (1974/1975)
   in memory of Rebecca Sylvester
William/Pat Boyd (1971)
   in memory of Mark O’Roke
Reggie/Toni Breaux
Butch/Joanne Briley
Chuck/Dee Burnell
   in memory of Mary Beth Tate
Jeff/Hallie Coreil
Hosea Doucet III, MD (1968)
Paul/Madeline Dupre
   in memory of Morgan Adams
Kristin/Haley Devillier Emonet (1992/1996)

Carolyn Fontenot Ferrazzano (1961)
Ryan/Lucille Fontenot
William/Patsy Reed Fontenot (1969/1972)
Chris/Missy Grimmett
Rita Robison Grogan (1970)
   in memory of James & Maxine Robison
Eric Hansen (1970)
   in memory of Faye Hansen
Gaye Jones-Hasling (1980)
Charles/Beth Going Hebert (1974)
Keith/Kathy E. Hebert
Marty Heintz
Carol Hidalgo (1972)
   in memory of Gerald & Earline S. Hidalgo
Joseph H. Hidalgo, Sr. (1953)
   in memory of Msgr. Louis Melancon
Kip/Ronnie Hidalgo
Mike/Sharon Higginbotham
Wanda Hollier
Dianne Hull
Carolyn Goudeau Jarrell (1956)
Most Reverend Michael Jarrell (1958)
Dwayne/Mary Robison Joubert (1983)
Iris LaBruyere
   in memory of Louis R. LaBruyere III
Aimee/Chris LeBlanc (1984)
Richard/Shelia LeBlanc
Hurshel/Janette Leger
Paul/Betty Ardoin LeLeux (1955)
Greg/Michelle Lindsly
Charles Lipari (1947)
   in memory of Frank Lipari, Jr.
Marianites of Holy Cross
Cynthia Martin
Ann Carol Comeaux McKinney (1966)
   in memory of Dalton & Evelyn Comeaux
Robert/Karen Soileau McKinney (1982)
Scott/Lauren Mouret
   in memory of Kathryn DeJean Howard
Joseph Patton, MD (1982) 
Claire Nicholson Persich (1956)
John/Missy Shuman
Debra Speyrer
M/M Dale Stelly
Michelle Stewart
Glenn/Mona Pitre Stout (1972)
Jean Terracina
   In memory of Lucas G. Terracina
John A. Tortorice (1961)
Andrew/Brittany Lavergne Wagley (2004)
Blake/Ann Prudhomme Warren (1988)

Angels of God  (up to $99)
Anonymous
Yvonne Sandoz Adler, Ph.D. (1969)
Mario Benoit (1984)
   in memory of G. “Jackie” Benoit
Joseph Y. Bordelon Jr, MD (1965)
Brent/Summer Breaux
A. Buller
Darren/Sara Cart
Blake/Hope Charles
JoAnn Christ
Dale/Bonnie Herpin Darbonne (1982)
   in memory of Raymond/Hazel Herpin

Jay/Berna Deshotel
Todd/Annette Deville
Laura/Kevin Doucet (1982)
Blake/Jennifer Duhon
Neal/Donna E. Dupre
Mildred G. Edmond
Barbara Artigue Fontenot (1959)
Blake/Jessica Fontenot
Sharon Splane Gautreaux (1971)
   in memory of Eric Gautreaux
   in honor of Duhon/Gautreaux grandchildren
Jolene Herpin Gremillion (1979)
   in memory of Beedy/Hazel Herpin
Damian/Lisa Leger Hargroder (1984)
Pamela Cormier Helton (1985)
Amanda Latiolais Hollier (2004)
Bonnie Joubert
Margaret Whaley Joubert (1989)
Jennifer Keeler
Suzanne/Todd Kidder (1982)
   in memory of Harold Fontenot
Bryan/Gina Labbe
Joey/Cindy L. Lafleur
   in memory of Dewey Ledoux & Ledoux family
   in honor of Sr. Nira Ledoux
Fran Leger LaFleur (1977)
Marilyn Lavezzorio
Kelli Martin
Charlie O’Chery
   in memory of David & Glenda O’Chery
Salvador/Barbara Pepitone
Stephanie/Robert Roy (1976)
   in memory of Rose Lalonde
Jacqueline P. Smith
Merryle Hinckley Soileau (1955)
Carmen St. Cyr
Nancy Fontenot St. Cyr (1978)
Beth Stelly
   in memory of Eddie L. Stelly (1990)
Victoria Wagley Taullie (2007)
O’Sanna Vidrine 

ANGEL APPEAL 2020-2021
How grateful we are for the gifts bestowed upon our Angel Appeal Drive for 2020-2021! These generous supporters have provided funds needed for improved 
technology on campus and enhanced our Foundation Trust Fund!   

PRAYERS for ALL!
As we close out this newsletter, let us assure all of our OC 
families, our AIC, Holy Ghost and OC alumni, and friends that 
you are family and are always in our prayers. For all who have 
been affected by the Covid-19 pandemic or have experienced 
severe illness in other ways, we ask God’s comfort for you.  



F O R  Y O U R  I N F O R M A T I O N 
( 2 0 2 1  - 2 0 2 2 )

PASTORS:
    Rev. Neil Pettit, Chancellor
    Msgr. Keith DeRouen
    Rev. Matthew Higginbotham
    Rev. Lambert Lein
    Rev. Gregory Simien

ADMINISTRATORS:
    Marty Heintz, Principal
    Matt Citron, Assistant Principal of
         Elementary Studies
    Liz Meche, Assistant Principal of
         Academics (grades 6-12)
    Willard Hanks, Dean of Students

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION:
   John Braham

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR:
   Tommy Tate

SCHOOL COUNSELOR:
   Cindy Lafleur

DIRECTOR OF TECHNOLOGY:
   Beth Going Hebert (1974)

DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT:
   Kathy Hebert

BUSINESS MANAGER:
     Haley Devillier Emonet (1996)

SECRETARY/ADMISSIONS:
     Joanne Briley

FACILITIES DIRECTOR:
     Justin Boyd (1997)

Parental Involvement Opportunities:
v  School Advisory Council

v  Parent-Teacher Organization

v  Academic Council

v  Athletic Council

v  Advancement

v  Alumni Association

C A L E N D A R  ( 2 0 2 1  - 2 0 2 2 )

September 15 ................................................................................................................................................Academic Pep Rally

October 11-12 ...............................................................................................................................................................Fall Break

October 22 ....................................................................................................................................... Homecoming Football Game

November 16 ...................................................................................................................................................Grandparents’ Day

November 22-26 ...........................................................................................................................................Thanksgiving Break

November 30 ................................................................................................................................................. “iGiveCatholic Day”

December 3 ......................................................................................................................OC’s Dinner, Auction & Music Evening

December 23-January 4 ................................................................................................................... Christmas/New Year Break

January 17 ....................................................................................................................................Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

January 31-February 4 ............................................................................................................................Catholic Schools Week

February 23-24 ....................................................................................................................................................COGNIA Review

OC MISSION STATEMENT
Opelousas Catholic School educates students

in the mission of Christ:
to know, love, and serve God;

to be kind and respectful to one another;
and to use their God-given gifts to achieve

success spiritually, academically and physically.
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THANK YOU to the five advertising sponsors throughout this newsletter!
The Advancement Office appreciates your support in making this newsletter possible. 

Others who wish to advertise may call 337-942-5404 ext. 105.

OCS does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, creed
or national origin in admissions or employment policies.

Opelousas Catholic School, 
a place we call “Home” 

with quality Catholic education 
where WE ARE family, WE ARE faith-filled, 

WE ARE confident, WE ARE together
and we strive to LOVE LIKE JESUS! 

Once a Viking, always a Viking!


