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A SEASON for ALL VIKINGS!
Despite the challenging COVID restrictions, it was a week full
of spirit and enthusiasm on the OC campus for Homecoming
2020 festivities in early November … a “Season for All
Vikings!” Students and staff enjoyed various “dress days” from
Viking Paradise to Winter Wonderland, all in fun and in purple
and gold spirit! Spirit group sponsors did a fabulous job
coordinating the week’s activities. The Homecoming Mass was
celebrated on the Gene Mills Memorial Baseball Field on the
Thursday afternoon by Msgr. Keith DeRouen. Students were
able to spread out and use beach towels or blankets for seating.
Alumni faculty members helped with the readings while alumna
Emily Ortego (2017) led in song.

We were disheartened to be unable to welcome the many
alumni who would normally attend the game and other
celebrations. Not allowed to hold a parade due to restrictions,
OC staff and students used their creative minds and came up
with an “on-campus mini parade” where our 2020 Court
members gathered golf carts and four-wheelers, decorated them
and paraded around the grounds to the delight of the entire
student body. Lots of beads and treats were thrown! Everyone
came together on the baseball field on the Friday afternoon for
a spirited Pep Rally where the 2020 Homecoming Queen was
crowned … or we should say the Queens were crowned!  Yes,
OC was proud to place the crowns on sisters Olivia Hebert and
Grace Burnell! The maids were seniors Zoe Sloane and Blaire
Gerald.  Queen Lora Charles of the 2019 season was present
to congratulate the new royalty! 

Unique awards were also announced at the week’s end. In the
high school, the “most spirited class” was based on their
participation in the dress days, their class chant at the pep rally,
and posters adorning the hallways … and the winner was the
senior class!   

In the campus mini parade, decorated golf carts were judged, and this Viking Helmet cart
with Emma Manzanares and Ethan Stelly was the winner!  The front of the cart was
lovingly draped with the Viking blanket of Ethan’s Dad, the late Eddie Stelly (1990). 

2020 Court and Escorts
Olivia Bragg & John Paul Braham
Grace Burnell & Matthew Semien
Layn Carter & Michael Darbonne
Makenna Denofrio & Myles Brown
Blaire Gerald & Hunter Runyan
Olivia Hebert & Chance Helton

Aubry Hidalgo & Caleb Theriot
Rylee LaBruyere & Caleb Rubin
Olivia Lormand & Drake Guidry
Ivory Luna & Keon Coleman
Emma Manzanares & Ethan Stelly
Zoe Sloane & Brandon David

The Maids and Queens of 2020 Homecoming were Second Maid Blaire Gerald with escort
Hunter Runyan; Queen Olivia Hebert with escort Chance Helton; Queen Grace Burnell
with escort Matthew Semien; and First Maid Zoe Sloane with escort Brandon David.

• So different in many ways but very special was Homecoming
2020!  A few snapshots of the Homecoming festivities can be
seen inside this newsletter.



PrinciPal’s column
One year. One long year. A year of changes, compromises,
struggles and achievements. A year where our students, faculty,
staff, and parents came TOGETHER.

It was on Friday, March 13, 2020 that we received word that
Opelousas Catholic, like every other school in the state, would
be closing in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic.

We can now reflect back on this last year, the ups and downs,
the problems, the stops and starts, the hurricanes, the freeze,
and every other issue that was thrown at our wonderful school
and see just how far we have come. One of the greatest things
to come from the turmoil was our theme for the year,
“TOGETHER” and how the year really did draw our OC
community closer.

Our 2020-2021 school year really began last March as we
realized that there was not going to be a quick end to the
pandemic and that we had to come up with a plan to not just
start school in August, but to start school on our campus when
so many other schools elected to remain with virtual education.
So, TOGETHER we began planning how we could do this
safely, a joint effort of administrators, teachers and, yes,
students and parents.

Then Fall 2020 brought Hurricane Laura and Hurricane Delta.
Like so many of you experienced at home, we had major
damage on campus. The high school building flooded in a
freak rainstorm associated with Laura, and there was extensive
wind damage from Delta. With both storms, as soon as power
was restored, we were back up and running with face-to-face
classes because everyone again worked TOGETHER. Despite
our own problems with the storms, our students and families
worked TOGETHER to adopt and raise money for Our Lady’s
School in Sulphur after their facilities were devastated by
Hurricane Laura. I felt tears of pride when I watched our senior
students TOGETHER labor physically at that school and homes
in Sulphur to clear debris, unload supplies, and help out.

In January we worked TOGETHER
on a fabulous Catholic Schools
Week, giving us a chance to not
only celebrate our Catholic heritage
but to honor several who have
meant so much to generations of our
students. We celebrated TOGETHER
as a school as we were privileged
to honor the late Rose Lalonde,
longtime OC teacher and assistant
principal, by naming the elementary
building for her. Coach Mickey Mills
was also recognized in the naming

of our on-campus athletic complex in his honor, with our students
again celebrating TOGETHER. It was not only great to see
Coach Mickey, but so many of his former players and coaches
who came out TOGETHER to celebrate with our student body
that day. We went further that day, by recognizing not one but
all of our teachers as teachers of the year for their work
TOGETHER in keeping our school going.

We’ve done it all TOGETHER this year. No one person, no one
group has been responsible for our success in staying on
campus and providing the activities we can for our students. It
has been the work TOGETHER of students, parents, teachers,
administrators and all our support staff that has made it possible
for us to stay TOGETHER. As the words of this year’s theme
hymn note, “TOGETHER we are dangerous, TOGETHER we
are bolder, braver, stronger...we will rise TOGETHER.”

We will finish this school year TOGETHER and move to 2021-
2022 TOGETHER. I invite you to join us. If you can help

financially with a small gift to our tuition
funds to allow a struggling family to stay
with us, if you can physically support
some of our efforts by volunteering on
campus, or simply, if you can help us by
spreading the good word about
Opelousas Catholic and praying for our
success, we can continue to work
TOGETHER to provide an excellent
Catholic education for the students of
Opelousas and St. Landry Parish.

Mrs. Marty Heintz
OC Principal

Many school families “chalked” about Catholic education during Catholic Schools Week
just like the Saucier family!



Viking Compassion
Special GIVING Inspirations
As always, Opelousas Catholic continues to remember those
less fortunate during the giving season.  Several important
drives were held in November and December.

• The “Cathletes” organization held a Food Drive,
loading up the truck with over 900 pounds of food
products for the local ICONS food bank.

• The Junior Beta Club again collected new toys to
forward to the Opelousas Police Department for their
drive in distributing these to needy families in the area.

• The high school Senate (our student government)
collected blankets, hats and gloves to send to our local
United Way for their distribution to those in need. 

• The National Honor Society members sponsored a
“pajama day” to raise funds in benefit of “The Grey
Effect Foundation”.  OC parents Brian and Katie
Sebastien, founders of the foundation, tragically lost
their baby son, Greyson, to SIDS (sudden infant death
syndrome) and created the foundation to spread
awareness and help in prevention by providing Owlet
monitors to as many new parents as possible.

Yes, we are guided by Jesus … to know, love and serve!  

In late August, Hurricane Laura made its way to Louisiana
where it was not welcome!  Then came Delta six weeks later.
Southwest Louisiana sustained severe damage and tragic loss
of life.  We count our blessings at Opelousas Catholic and
within our community for sparing us from catastrophic harm.  

Though we did see significant damage from their wrath, we
know that it could have been worse. Due to 1 to 2 inches of
groundwater invading portions of the high school building,
OCS students in grades 7-12 were forced into “virtual”
instruction for just a few days so that the water could be
removed and any mold/mildew growth abated per health
department standards for schools. We saw large drying tubes
running into the ceiling and extraction tubes exiting and
removing the moisture along with air scrubbers. The beautiful
flooring in both the chapel and media center was removed
and thankfully replaced. May God continue to bless
Opelousas Catholic!

Helping Our Neighbors!
Opelousas Catholic students and families pulled TOGETHER
on a mission to help our neighbors in Southwest Louisiana
following the devastating hurricanes … those who suffered
much worse than our area.

First of all, “Operation Viking Relief” was set into motion for
Hurricane Laura victims in the Lake Charles and Sulphur areas,
attempting to collect a bus load of bottled water, paper towels,
toilet paper, rakes, and work gloves to send their way!

Then a group of seniors went to help in cleanup efforts at Our
Lady’s Catholic School in Sulphur, LA which happened to be
the elementary school attended by our principal, Mrs. Marty
Heintz!  Campus Minister John Braham led this effort of love
and compassion which opened everyone’s eyes to the pain
and destruction in the area. OC even received a letter of
gratitude from Bishop Glen Provost of the Diocese of Lake
Charles commending the assistance!

And a little later once classes got underway again, Mrs. Heintz
traveled with some of our OC eighth graders to Sulphur to
deliver 60 gift cards for Our Lady’s faculty and staff to help
them purchase items for their classrooms which may have been
lost in the storm. While there, Mrs. Heintz enjoyed visiting with
her great nephew who attends the school. What an amazing
feeling to help those in need!

“Fill Up the Bus” was the goal to help our Southwest Louisiana neighbors!  

OC seniors paused for a quick picture during their “working visit” to Our Lady’s Catholic
School to provide clean-up help following hurricane destruction!



Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus in our “Live Nativity” were surrounded
by the shepherds and others.

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATE
This year’s prestigious NCEA Distinguished Graduate Award goes
to a successful alumnus who is also a current parent at OC. It was
presented at the Catholic Schools Week Mass to Mr. Dustin Miller
(2005). 

Dustin has certainly made an extraordinary difference for the
region in a short time. He earned his nursing degree from UL-
Lafayette where he also played with the Ragin Cajun baseball
team. He later received his master’s degree in Family Nursing and
is a proud owner of the Acadiana Practitioners Family Medical
Clinic in our area today. 

Due to his passion for his community and state, for the past five
years Dustin has been serving as the Louisiana State Representative
for House District 40. He has been working diligently to create
positive outcomes for citizens. Among many committees he is

involved with, he uses his
medical expertise on the
House Health and Welfare
Committee. Dustin is always
watching out for Catholic
education as well. He is
married to Nichole Gordon
Miller (2005), and they are the
parents of two OC students
with another future Viking on
the way! Congratulations to
Dustin and his family!

Dustin Miller joined together with his wife
Nichole and children Taylor and Landon

following the presentation. 

A NEW TRADITION … Since the
usual elementary Christmas Play could not be held, it was decided
to have a “Live Nativity” in front of school before the Christmas
break.  Senior Theology students participated while dressed in
appropriate costume, second grade French Enrichment students
sang, and preschoolers were some of the animals who came to
see the Christ child.  And Jesus was a live baby thanks to little
Charlie Rae Pitre, baby of Coach Will Pitre (2010) and his wife
Meghan.  It was beautiful to see the classes walking by for
viewing, and the families in cars for this drive-through event.  It
may become an annual affair for our OC family and community
to enjoy for years to come!

• We will spotlight other
Catholic Schools Week
honorees (students, teachers
and supporters of the year) in
our summer newsletter.

Glimpse of

Catholic Schools Week

† †

Catholic Schools Week was a fun week for everyone at OC
thanks to the committee of teachers and staff for their
creativity during these restricted times.  Special kudos to
teacher Brittany L. Wagley (2004) for chairing this effort.
Besides “dress days” and gift card giveaways, here are a
few activities to spotlight:  

• For celebration of our “nation”, a “Patriotic Rosary”
was held on the grounds behind the elementary
building where everyone spread out in a circle while
Deacon Dwayne Joubert (1983) processed with the
monstrance and Campus Minister John Braham led in
the recitation of the rosary.  

• To celebrate “vocations”, senior ministry students
participated as “Living Saints” where they dressed as
their chosen saint and visited the Pre-K and
elementary classes to tell them about their saint. The
students loved this! Older students also took part in a
“Vocations Scavenger Hunt” during the day.

• In anticipation of Super Bowl weekend and in
celebration of our “community”, a special “Soup-a-
Bowl” fundraiser was held. Students brought in cans
of soup (or other non-perishable items) which allowed
them to wear an NFL shirt on Friday.  It was a big
success, and all of the items were forwarded to our
local ICONS food bank.  And classes were treated to
a “Music Ministry Concert” in the afternoon by local
youth ministers James and Kristyn Ophendorff. 

It was a wonderful week celebrating Catholic education!

Praying for our nation with this “patriotic rosary” was the focus
on the second day of Catholic Schools Week.

Seniors Michael Darbonne as “Saint Charles Borromeo” and Olivia Bragg as “Saint
Philomena” made their vocation presentations to elementary students. *In a special
note, Michael has actually been planning to study for the priesthood after graduation.  



Two Loving

Dedications
During Catholic Schools Week, it was the perfect time to hold
dedications for two people dear to our hearts. 

Rose Lalonde Elementary Building

The first dedication was held on the morning of February 3 in an
outdoor ceremony.  Monsignor Keith DeRouen was present for the
opening prayer and blessing of our elementary building to be
named the “Rose Lalonde Elementary Building” in her memory.  As
many know, Mrs. Rose passed away in October 2020 after a brief
illness. Present for the ceremony was Ms. Anna Larriviere (1965)
who serves as the Superintendent of Catholic Schools for the
Diocese of Lafayette. 

Inspirational words were spoken about Mrs. Rose and
how special she treated her “girls” (as she called her
elementary teachers) and how she took young teachers
under her wing and molded them into outstanding
educators. A book filled with pictures and remembrances
was presented to her children.  Then Mrs. Bonnie H.
Darbonne (1982) who served as the mistress of ceremony
explained how a yellow rose bush (Mrs. Rose’s favorite
flower) was planted in front of the elementary building in
Mrs. Rose’s memory and then presented three of the same
type of rose bush to her children to plant at their homes
to always connect their family with the OC family.  

Coach Citron, current assistant principal, then told everyone how
the elementary children painted rocks for Mrs. Rose; and on their
way back to class, the students then placed their rocks around the
rose bush.  It was so sweet, and Mrs. Rose must have been smiling
down on her “babies” (as she lovingly called her students).  OC
was so fortunate to have Mrs. Rose as a devoted teacher, then
administrator for nearly half a century, and thank the Lalonde
family for sharing her with us!  May she rest in peace.

Daughters Angela L. Duos (1987) and Cassie L. LeJeune (1988) received rose bushes in
memory of their mother Rose during the elementary building dedication ceremony.

Mickey Mills Athletic Complex

The second dedication was held on the baseball field that same
day on a chilly but sunny afternoon. With many athletes and
coaches from the past attending, the OC athletic complex was

named the “Mickey Mills Athletic Complex” in honor of the
countless years of success Coach Mills (1957) brought to
the program.

Randy Wagley (1976) served as master of ceremony and
introduced speakers who rekindled fond memories of the
times they either coached with Coach Mills or were
coached by him.  They included Johnny Bourque (former
Superintendent of Acadia Parish Schools), Stevie Dupuis
(1973), Armand Castille (former State Representative), Yves
Prince (1976), and Robert Roy (1976). Stories of his
positive influence on the lives of his athletes were compared
to father-son relationships in many cases. The hard work,

dedication and motivational skills of Coach Mills brought Vikings’
football to a 1974 AA state championship!  

Coach Mills and his family members were present for this
momentous event, and his son Mike (1978) introduced his father
who gave comments of gratitude and how much OC has always
meant to him as a student and as a coach. Congratulations Coach
Mills on this very deserving recognition!

Coach Mickey Mills and family members gathered briefly for a group picture
with the new athletic complex sign.

2811 South Union, Opelousas, LA 70570
Phone (337) 942-3041     Fax (337) 942-7112

Website: www.GoingCPA.com



Pre-K  GARDENS
It is no secret that we have an OUTSTANDING Pre-K staff!
These teachers under the direction of Mrs. Joyce Stelly worked
together to make a dream come true.  With the financial
assistance of generous Pre-K parents and then a very loving
gift from Ben and Beth Adams in memory of their daughter
Morgan, the dream was made a reality … a beautiful “Mother
Mary Prayer Garden” with a Rosary Walkway on the
preschool grounds!    

In January, Father Matthew Higginbotham attended a
ceremony to bless the garden and beautiful grotto in this prayer
garden for our youngest Vikings! May God abundantly bless
the Adams family and all of our Pre-K families and teachers for
this amazing gift!

Additionally, the preschool grounds also now have a “St.
Francis Rock Garden” and a precious bench which was
painted by Mrs. Joyce and Mrs. Deville, OC teacher and
parent.

Father Higginbotham blessed Pre-K’s “Mother Mary Prayer Garden” as the students and
teachers formed the circle around the rosary leading to the Blessed Mother Grotto.

Preschoolers have also
been enjoying the new
St. Francis Rock Garden
and love to fill up the

bird feeder!

Elementary Snaps!

For All Saints’ Day, elementary students like Carter Jarrell dressed as their
favorite saints for the special mass.

Recognizing the
National Right-to-Life
cause, students recited
a Pro-Life Rosary
in the gym and

made posters to show
their support for LIFE

as did
Laura Leigh Yelverton.

Fourth grade Social
Studies students with
Mrs. Charles selected
someone who made
positive contributions
to American history
for research and
presentations.

They could even dress
as their American
of choice for
bonus points!

Olivia Chelette was
amazing as

Amelia Earhart!



VIKING     PRIDE

End-of-the-year awards ceremonies
recognizing students from the

2019-2020 school year were held this
fall. In the Junior High ceremony, the
most prestigious award given included
the Junior High Viking Award to

Ciara Melancon in 8th grade as voted
on by her classmates based on her
outstanding academics, moral

character, respect and compassion for
others, and her loving service to school

and community. 

Vikette dance team member, Nyah
Lynch, was named “All-American
Dancer” affording her the

opportunity to attend the Varsity
Spirit Thanksgiving Tour in

Orlando, Florida! Nyah and other
All-American dancers and
cheerleaders from across the

country performed at Universal
Studios on Thanksgiving Day. 

Citizenship Awards awarded to elementary students
(2019-2020) for academic excellence, exceptional kindness,
consideration and leadership:   
Kindergarten: Roan Hebert & Hudson Thibodeaux
First Grade: John Patrick Hoffpauir & Annabelle Martin
Second Grade: Ellison Boyd & Makenzie Lafleur
Third Grade: Parker Bergeron
Fourth Grade: Karlie Bidstrip & Camille Emonet
Fifth Grade: Jillian Brown & Amelie Fontenot

Religion Awards presented to elementary students (2019-
2020) for always demonstrating good Christian behavior and
strong faith:
Kindergarten: Ivy Mae Chelette & Kate Reed
First Grade: Alivia Gerace & Carter Jarrell
Second Grade: Ava Ortego & Nate Pousson
Third Grade: Cayden Meche
Fourth Grade: Mia Collins & Anne Marie Galland
Fifth Grade: John Parker Fontenot & Kye Latiolais

Students in grades 1 and 2 excelling in Math and Reading
(2019-2020):
Math
Grade 1: Leah Fontenot & Benjamin Hatfield
Grade 2: Lucanos Guillory & Sophia Ritter

Reading
Grade 1: Leah Fontenot & Madelyn Huguet
Grade 2: Lucanos Guillory & Ava Ortego

Congratulations to Clayton Fontenot (8th grade in 2019-
2020) who was presented with the Father J. Verbis Lafleur
Memorial Scholarship for his high school studies!  He received
this honor at a special Mass in St. Landry Catholic Church
celebrated by Bishop J. Douglas Deshotel who opened the
Cause for Canonization for Fr. Lafleur at that time. 

Congratulations to our fifth grade D.A.R.E. graduates of
2020! In the essay contest, we commend Zane Fontenot for
being OVERALL winner at OC and within the entire city of
Opelousas! Other winning essay writers included John Parker
Fontenot, Cohen Castania, Alice Meche, Ben Minyard and
Jalynne Hillard.  

In High School Awards, the prestigious President’s Volunteer
Service Award by the Corporation for National and Community
Service was presented to a student for countless hours given to
community projects. Sabrina Dupre was the recipient in
appreciation for her immeasurable time given to the Opelousas
Little Theatre.

The 2019-2020 eighth grade Highest Overall GPA announced at the Junior
High Awards was a tie between Jacob Goulas and Grace Lafleur.

VIKINGS of the MONTH
Students in grades 5 (elementary); 8 (junior high); and 12 (high
school) were selected as “Vikings of the Month” for their remarkable
qualities/academics:  

August: Scout Darbonne & Kale Lormand, 5th grade

September: Avery Broussard & Genevieve Harmon, 5th grade
Ashley Little & Rowen Bergeron, 8th grade
Olivia Hebert & Brandon David, 12th grade

October: Camille Emonet & Sadie Smith, 5th grade
Lauren Duhon & Zachary Collins, 8th grade
Aubry Hidalgo & Myles Brown, 12th grade

November: Avery Hutchins, 5th grade
Bella Roberts & Rhett Chautin, 8th grade
Ivory Luna & Chance Helton, 12th grade

December: Kayden Darbonne & Cameron Slate, 8th grade
Emily Richard & John Paul Braham, 12th grade

•Vikings for January-May will be reported in the summer newsletter.



On The Sports Side ...
Football 
Though a very unusual season with quarantine issues and more
in District 5-A, the Vikings managed to play six games with a
3-3 record (2-0 district). They went into the Division IV playoffs
but lost to a strong Southern Lab team in the first round. 

Kudos to the following team members for special honors …
Keon Coleman:  All-Parish First-Team Offense; Class 1A All-
State honorable mention  
Cade Theriot:  All-Parish First-Team Offense
Ethan Stelly:  All-Parish First-Team Defense
Chance Helton:  All-Parish First-Team Defense

Cross Country
The boys’ team finished the season as District Runner-Up and
third in Parish.  Named All-District was Carter Zerangue
and All-Parish was Hunter Monceret.  And on the girls’ side,
the team finished second in Parish with Lauren Charles
making the All-Parish list. 

Soccer
The boys’ soccer team had a good season in Division IV under
the leadership of a new coach, Brandon Castania, as did the
girls’ team under the direction of long-time Coach Chuck
Soileau. Both the Vikings and Lady Vikings came just short of
the playoffs and look forward to next year. 

Basketball
The girls’ basketball team had an excellent year, earning
a District Championship!  They went into the playoffs
seeded number 7 and made their way to the quarterfinals
before a loss to Highland Baptist. 

Congratulations to …
Coach Connie Thierry: District Coach of the Year
Rylee LaBruyere and Brailey Major: All-District First Team
Alexis Lafleur: All-Defensive team
Special congrats to Taylor Gautreaux for making the
“Composite All-Academic Team” (for student athletes in ALL
state classifications/divisions having an unweighted 4.0 GPA)!

The boys’ basketball team also had another outstanding
year finishing 2nd in district! They entered the playoffs seeded
number 7 and also made it to the quarterfinal round before a
loss to Riverside Academy. We are sure to see many district
and parish accolades for team members after another
dominant season!

•Good luck to the varsity spring sports including baseball,
softball, track and field, tennis, and golf!

VOLLEYBALL is coming!
Beginning this fall 2021, Opelousas Catholic School will field
a volleyball team for grades 5 and 6 as well as a team for
grades 7 and 8. The plan is to move to high school competition
in the Fall of 2022 with a Junior Varsity program for two years
and then full Varsity competition by 2024. This is exciting news
on the Vikings’ sports front!

College Bound
Keon Coleman, Vikings’ star athlete in football and
basketball, has been receiving offers from all over the country!
And he recently received a special award as a Viking … the
“all-time leading scorer in boys’ basketball”!  His dream was
to play both sports at the college level … and on signing day,
February 3rd, he announced his choice as Michigan State
University!  OC wishes Keon the best as he moves north to play
for the Spartans!  One day we may see him in the NFL or NBA!

A happy Keon Coleman was surrounded by his coaches, Coach Thomas David for football
and Coach Jeff Dupre (1991) for basketball, after making his big announcement

that he is headed to Michigan State University!

EXTRA Athletic Notes ...

•Coach Roddy Dye, longtime coach for junior high football,
reported a shortened but successful season for both the 7th-8th
grade team and the 5th-6th grade team!  They look forward to
next year and more championships ahead!

•The Cash Raffle for 2021 is underway with tickets selling for
$50. With a winner picked each Saturday using the Louisiana
Lottery Pick 3, there are 52 chances to win during the year! For
tickets, contact chairperson Jacob Jarrell (2006) at 337-308-
0089 or Coach Tommy Tate at school.

HOMECOMING 2021
Tentatively mark your calendars for

Friday, October 22, 2021
in Donald Gardner Stadium!

Special recognition planned for 1972, 1982, 1992,
2002, and 2012 as well as classes of 1971, 1981,

1991, 2001, and 2011

*This date is tentative and may require changing
... so stay tuned!



Memories

2020 And years ago!

The Homecoming Mass was held on the Gene Mills
Memorial Baseball Field where everyone could
spread out in the beautiful sunshine!  Here senior
football player John Paul Braham escorted Olivia

Bragg as the court was introduced.

Homecoming
Queen from

2019-2020, Miss
Lora Charles, was
present for the
outdoor pep rally
as she had the

honor of crowning
this year’s royalty.
Lora is now

attending LSU in
Baton Rouge.

Homecoming Court members of 2020 gathered
together for a group picture at the game.

The entire Homecoming Court from 30 years ago during the 1990-1991 school year was a big group
with Kim Venable being crowned Queen!

Queen Emily Trahan and all of these lovely young ladies
made the Homecoming Court 20 years ago in 2000-2001.

It seems like yesterday but it was 10 years ago in 2010-2011
when these beautiful girls enjoyed their time on the Homecoming

Court led by Queen Gretchen Soileau.



HISTORY TIDBITS ...
Let’s be reminded of these tidbits from 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50
years ago, some of which were shared on our Facebook page
during Homecoming week 2020!

It was only 10 years ago (2010-2011) when:
•Senior Favorites included Mathew Ewing and Dondalyn
Breaux as Friendliest; Gabe Stelly and Olivia Artall as Hardest
Workers; Christian Sebastien and Gretchen Soileau as Most
Popular; and Gabe Stelly and Courtney Arceneaux as Most
Likely to Succeed.
•Receiving Viking and Lady Viking of the Year honors were
Dorian Durald and Gretchen Soileau; and at graduation, Gabe
Stelly and Courtney Arceneaux were honored with the
American Legion awards.
•Remember the “Purple Machine Drum Line” and how they got
the crowd fired up?!

Remember 20 years ago (2000-2001) when:
•The Athletic Awards Program saw Brian Harmon and Brandon
Prudhomme sharing the title of Vikings of the Year with Laci
Sloane named Lady Viking of the Year.
•There were three valedictorians – Eric Cahanin, Erin Robison,
and Ryan Tuttle! Other top-ranking grads were Mia Guillory,
Laci Sloane, and Emily Trahan.
•Voted by classmates as Most Popular were Laci Sloane and
Brandon Prudhomme; as Hardest Workers were Emily Trahan
and Brian Harmon; and as Friendliest were Lauren Lafleur and
Kipp Duplechine.

Flashback to 30 years ago (1990-1991) when:
•Viking spirit on campus was led by Shannon Woodson and
Nikki Roy, cheerleaders; Kim Venable, pep squad; Tracy Israel,
Vikettes; Lydia Thibodeaux and Melissa Lanclos, majorettes;
and Melanie Darbonne and Tonya Darbonne, flag corps!
•Student leaders walking the halls were Paul Bergeron as
Student Body President; and Kim Venable as Senior Class
President.
•Do you remember that Joey Mistrot, Kenneth Wheaton, and
Anna Cannatella were nominated to attend Boys’ and Girls’
State?

Going back 40 years (1980-1981) when:
•Joan McCarthy graduated as Valedictorian; Joyce Hidalgo
served as Student Body President; Fred DeJean led as Senate
Chairman; and David Dreyfus was president of the National
Honor Society. 
•It was Joey Diesi and Bridget Jones named “Prom King and
Queen”!
•Cheering on the Vikings was managed by Myra Riley,
cheerleaders; Sharon Cramer, pep squad; Joni Tate, rifle corps;
Melissa Gary, flag corps; and Terri Malveaux, majorettes.

A golden flashback to 50 years ago (1970-1971) when:
•The AIC Homecoming Court was announced as Leslie
Hynson, Queen; June Schwartzenburg, Maid of Honor; and
court members were Debbie Clary, Julie Dupre, Laura Fields,
Kakie Jarrell, Paula Lagrange, Libby Martin, Celeste
Thibodeaux, and Lisa Wolfe.

Two important notes in relation to Holy Ghost Catholic Church
and Holy Ghost Catholic School:

•First of all, we congratulate Holy Ghost Catholic Church and
their pastor, Father Lambert Lein, as the church held its
Centennial Celebration in October. The church was
officially established in October 1920; and following the
construction of the church, it was dedicated in March 1921.
As their theme indicates, it has been “a Century of Spiritual
Influence”!

•OC continues to seek Holy Ghost Catholic School
memorabilia ... such as trophies, pictures, or any type of
mementos! Opelousas Catholic wishes to be able to showcase
our complete school history, both from AIC and Holy Ghost
schools. Anyone wishing to donate any items should contact
the Advancement Office as soon as possible at 337-942-5404
ext. 105. Your generosity will be appreciated! 

Speaking of HISTORY ...

This was the Holy Ghost Catholic School class of 1951, an unbelievable 70 years ago!  Take
a close look, and you may recognize someone from your circle of family or friends.

•The AIC Student Council was represented by Buzz Durio,
President; Pat Doherty, Vice President; Tommy Daigle,
Secretary; and June Schwartzenburg, Treasurer.
•This 1971 class was the LAST graduating class under the
name of AIC before the schools AIC and Holy Ghost School
consolidated and became Opelousas Catholic School. 



ALUMNI NOTES
Spotlighted are a few graduates from the
classes of 50, 40, 30, 20, and 10 years ago!

Leslie Hynson Lagasse (1971) attended Loyola University
where she earned her B.S. degree in Education. She taught for a
short time and moved to Colorado where she and her husband
raised their three children. Leslie worked in a rehab clinic where
she tutored brain-injured patients, led a driving program for those
with disabilities and then worked in a physical therapy
department of a hospital. She is now retired and still enjoys life
in Colorado.

Tricia Guidroz (1981) earned her bachelor’s degree in
Sociology and her master’s degree in Student Personnel Services
from Northwestern State University in Natchitoches, LA. She
worked with the Louisiana Department of Health in the Office of
Public Health until 2017 and is currently enjoying retirement.
Tricia lives in the Metairie, LA area.

Melanie Darbonne Comeaux (1991) completed her B.S.
degree in Health Information Management from USL and then a
Master’s degree in Business Administration concentrating in
Healthcare Management from the University of Phoenix. Melanie
has been working in management at Women’s Hospital in Baton
Rouge for over 23 years. She and her husband live in Walker,
LA with their daughter who attends Catholic school in the area. 

Brent Guillory (1991) studied Drafting/CAD at Lafayette
Regional College, now South Louisiana Community College.  He
has been working as a structural designer for an engineer
consulting company with mostly oil and gas related work. Brent
has also been involved in health and fitness for many years,
competing in physique competitions, winning the Louisiana state
title in 2014 and earning his pro status at nationals that same
year. For several years now, he has competed as a professional
athlete and enjoys health and fitness as a lifelong hobby. Brent
and his wife have two children and live in Lafayette, LA.

Kennon Lavergne (1991) earned a baseball scholarship to
Co-Lin (Copiah-Lincoln) Community College in Brookhaven, MS.
After two years there, he transferred to Belhaven University in
Jackson to continue his education and was a pitcher on the
Blazer’s baseball team. He received his bachelor’s degree in
1995. Kennon is currently an account executive for ABC Supply,
America’s largest wholesale distributor of building materials. He
lives in Memphis, TN with his wife, Dallas, and stepson. He is
president of the Lake Chisholm Outing Club, where he hunts,
fishes, and spends time in the outdoors.

Kristine Marcantel Hilliard (1991) graduated from
McNeese State University with a bachelor’s degree in
Psychology. She married, and she and her husband now have
four children and have been living in Lake Charles, LA. Kristine
says that she was blessed to be able to be a “stay-at-home Mom”
for 12 years. Since then, she has worked as Office Manager at
her husband’s accounting firm where she does bookkeeping and
tax returns for clients. They are currently working out of their home
due to the extensive hurricane damage to their office building
sustained several months ago with the two severe storms.

Jennifer DeMarcy Foret (2001) and her husband Loren live
in South Carolina with their daughter Sarah.  Jennifer has worked
as a travel agent with Discover the Magic Vacations and earned
“travel agent of the year” honors in 2019. Since COVID, she has
spent more of her time as a “stay-at-home Mom”.

Kipp Duplechine (2001) completed his degree in General
Studies-Behavioral Sciences at UL-Lafayette. He holds certification
in Health and Physical Education and is currently working at
Abbeville High School as a teacher, assistant football coach,
head track and field coach, and head strength and conditioning
coach. Kipp states that he has helped to turn around three losing
football programs in recent years and credits OC for instilling the
core values in him to help him succeed. He also started three
powerlifting teams in the past six years, crowning multiple state
champs and has seen many regional and state records broken.
Kipp will always remember how he was hired as a “CECP”
assistant football coach under Coach Doug Guillory at OC which
started his coaching career.  He is now married and living in the
Lafayette, LA area.

Laci Sloane Meeks (2001) graduated from Northwestern
State University with a bachelor of arts degree in Elementary
Education and also earned a master’s degree in Educational
Technology. Her career is being enjoyed as a school counselor
at Alto Elementary School in Alto, Texas. Laci and her husband
Ricky have been blessed with four children.  Her husband’s job
as an athletic director and head football coach will be moving
their family to Center, Texas over the next few months.  

And a group spotlight!  Did you know that three alumnae from
2001 (Emily Trahan Turner, Blaire Schwartzenburg
Emonet, and Jeanne Fontenot Harmon) are back together
again?!  This time not as students but as OC faculty!  Emily is
teaching French in high school and French Enrichment in the
elementary grades; while Blaire and Jeanne are teaching our
youngest Vikings in the preschool department!  

Olivia Artall Gonnella (2011) graduated from LSU in 2015
with a bachelor’s degree in Pre-K3 Early Childhood Education.
She is now in her sixth year of teaching kindergarten and has
taught English as a second language to students for the last three
years. Olivia recently married Mark Gonnella, and they live in
Metairie, LA. She also runs an Etsy business called The Olliepop
Shop where she creates custom party favors, personalized home
goods, and monogrammed children's clothing.

Derek Briley (2011) attended the University of Louisiana-
Lafayette where he completed his degree in Accounting. He has
worked in accounting and in the restaurant industry and recently
hired on as a Field Auditor with the Iberia Parish School Board
Sales Tax Department.  Derek married his wife Sadie last
September, and they live in Broussard, LA. 

Alex LeBlanc (2011) studied at LSU in Eunice for a couple of
years, then took an opportunity to hire on with BNSF Railway as
a conductor before becoming an engineer with the company.
After a few years, he changed his career; and for the past three
years has been working as a lineman with Cleco. Alex and his
wife Lauren live in the Garland, LA area. When not working, Alex
enjoys hunting and fishing.



ALUMNI in the Media
Spotlighted on the University of Louisiana-Lafayette website was
David Allen (2015) who was chosen as the “Overall
Outstanding Master’s Graduate” in the fall of 2020! He was
among five finalists for this high honor with criteria including
leadership, scholarship, service, and research. David represented
the UL School of Architecture and Design as he completed his
master’s in Architecture with a 4.0 grade point average. And he
accomplished this while finding time to volunteer with the Habitat
for Humanity and Lafayette Middle School and mentoring first-
year Design students in his department.  Now an architect, David
has moved to Denver, Colorado for work. OC commends David
and wishes him the best!

Alex Prochaska (1997) was among the 32 local leaders
named in the “Leadership Lafayette” class of 2021 as noted in
the Daily Advertiser newspaper in January.  This class will
participate in “learning opportunities” during the year to gain a
better understanding of Lafayette’s systems within education,
government, healthcare, and arts and culture, engaging virtually.
Alex is an attorney with Jones Walker, LLP in Lafayette where he
focuses on environmental law.

Kristi LeLeux Fredieu (2000) was featured in the local
Community Chronicles newspaper concerning her passion to
spread light and positivity to fellow women. Kristi and a bible
study friend began a podcast for spreading good news and faith;
and then Kristi explored the writing of devotionals entitled
“Pursuing Peace” with the participation of local women
contributors; and this led to retreats for the contributors and finally
to the non-profit status of “The Light Project”, an umbrella to the
podcasts, devotionals, and retreats. May God bless Kristi for her
efforts to be a light to those in need! 

Anja Alfred (2015) was noted in the university news as
graduated from Southern University A&M College with a major
in Business Management.  

Stork  News
Nicholas (2011) and Kaitlin Miller Artall (2012) are now
the proud parents of a newborn baby daughter named Lucy
Estelle born on February 8. Nicholas is employed with Delek
as an operator while Kaity earned an Associate’s degree in
General Studies and is working on her degree in Early
Childhood Education. They are living in Opelousas.

Andy (1999) and Celeste “CeCe” Chachere Dye (2005)
became first-time parents on October 4, 2019 when they
welcomed their baby daughter, Emmeline James Dye, to the
world!  CeCe continues to work as Director of Marketing and
Public Relations at Tony Chachere’s while Andy is the
Workforce Development Specialist at CGI Federal. They live in
the Lafayette, LA area.

Josh (2012) and Whitney Granger Howard (2014)
welcomed their first child last April.  Their baby girl, Isabella
Jane, was born on April 8 and will soon celebrate her first
birthday.  Josh works as a lineman with Cleco while Whitney
is a Registered Nurse at Opelousas General Health System.
This young family lives in Opelousas. 

from
OC Couples

ALUMNI Softball
Another victim of COVID as you know was our annual Alumni
Softball Tournament. It had to be cancelled for 2020 but the hope
is to continue with this fun event later in 2021.  Check the OC
Alumni Softball Tournament Facebook page for further
information. 

ALUMNI Soccer
Through the OC Athletic Council, ALUMNI SOCCER games were
recently held for the first time!  More coverage will be coming in
the summer SAGA edition!

ALUMNI
Association
Did you, the alumni of Opelousas
Catholic, AIC and Holy Ghost,
receive your membership letters from
the Catholic Schools of Opelousas Alumni
Association over the last few months?  Please renew your
membership for 2020-2021 or join the association for the first
time as a proud alum of these schools.  If you did not receive a
membership letter, please contact Haley Devillier Emonet (1996)
at school (337-942-5404 ext. 101).

These alumni from the class of 2010 held a special reunion earlier this fall and
loved this time of reminiscing. Do you recognize any faces?

Join the

ALUMNI!



TECH ‘Bits & bytes’
We recently received another 60 chromebooks from the parish
(Title V funds). These will be distributed to ninth and tenth grade
students who were issued older chromebooks in August. The
remainder will be put in carts to supplement class sets. We are
also waiting on a few Promethean Boards to replace some older
ones. With these additional chromebooks, we are able to allow
all students in grades 9-12 to join our 1-to1 program and have
24-hour use of a chromebook.

Through Angel Appeal and state grants, we have placed carts
with chromebooks or tablets in grades K, 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.
Additionally, through two state grants over the past two years,
we have been able to obtain 275 new chromebooks and carts
for Science (75) and English (200).

Grades 4 – 12 are covered in an English grant, and grades 7-
12 are covered in the Science grant. Along with the
chromebooks, new ActivPanels were installed in the classrooms.
With the updated Promethean Boards, each classroom has an
interactive board for student use and instruction.  All of our
teachers use technology as an additional tool in their
instructional process. 

After contract negotiations with AT&T, we will have 500 mbps
internet speed next year for the same price we are currently
paying for 100 mbps speed this year. This should be a nice
boost for our network. We are very proud of our advancements
in technology and look forward to what the future holds for us
at Opelousas Catholic School

Looking for a way to help OC? Bring your used ink, toner, and
old cell phones to school. We recycle them and get cash back
or discounts on office supplies. We generally earn over $500
each year through this process. You can also earn significant
state tax credits by purchasing new computer equipment for
Opelousas Catholic. Call me (337-942-5404, ext 102) for more
information.

Beth G. Hebert
Technology Coordinator

Emily Jesclard and her ninth grade classmates have enjoyed the use
of their chromebooks in their classes and at home.  

ADVANCEMENT
-bulletin-

Days remain very busy in
Advancement efforts! Much time is
spent spreading OC “good news” to
our alumni, families, parishioners and
friends in an attempt to help them see
the genuine importance of a Catholic
education and how vital it is to
developing children’s minds, bodies,
and souls. Considerable promotion is
completed through daily posts on our
Facebook page and other media
outlets. Please look for our postings
and share them! Remember that every person (school staff,
parents, students, alumni, and friends) plays an important role in
promoting our school and advancing our mission. Please take
every opportunity to relay positive testimonies of your experiences
with Catholic education at OC to your family and friends. 

Besides marketing, Advancement leads the way with the Angel
Appeal Drive, alumni recognition for Homecoming activities, and
advertisements and publications such as this newsletter.
Fundraising has been limited this year due to COVID which
prevented us from hosting our annual Dinner and Auction event
and our Grandparents’ Day gathering. Thus, due to these
fundraising restraints, we ask you to please consider a gift to our
Appeal which is in progress through May 31. Future plans still
include a Brick Campaign, and more details will be coming once
finalized. 

We thank those who contributed to OC in the December
“iGiveCatholic” campaign. With assistance from our “Welcome
December Day” and parents’ generosity, gifts totaled $4,135.00.
OC ranked 15 out of 203 participants within the diocese in
donation total. We are grateful!

Look for our summer edition of the SAGA to include special
honorees of the year along with the spring and end-of-the-year
programs. All alumni and friends are encouraged to contact the
Advancement Office with information for future issues by emailing
hebertk@ocsvikings.com. You are important to us!

Let us all keep Catholic education in our prayers … remembering
what sets us apart!

Kathy Hebert
Director of Advancement



ANGEL APPEAL
2020-2021

For this OC Angel Appeal Drive, Opelousas Catholic is truly
grateful to the many “angels” who have bestowed blessings
upon the children of OC with generous gifts and prayers! We
appreciate the support received to date from alumni,
grandparents, parents, faculty, staff, and friends. For others
who have not yet participated, you are reminded that this
appeal drive continues through May 2021. … so please help
us add more names to this angelic list before that time.   

We remind everyone that this year’s drive will allow the
purchase of needed technology for all grade levels (elementary
through high school). New laptops, desktop computers, and
ActivPanels are on our “wish list” along with replacement of
older chromebooks!   

We also reiterate to our generous gift givers that hundreds of
companies will MATCH their employees’ contributions. Simply
obtain the appropriate form from your employer, and send it to
school with your gift. It will be welcomed!

A final list of donating “angels” for 2020-2021 will be
published in our summer newsletter.

MEMORIAL

PROGRAM
Please consider an Opelousas Catholic
School memorial gift as a meaningful
way to remember departed friends and
loved ones. Gifts are invested
perpetually in the OC Foundation Trust Fund to enhance our
quality Catholic education.

Simply send a gift in any amount to the OC Office of
Advancement at 428 East Prudhomme Street in Opelousas, LA
70570.  Indicate: 
(1) name/address of the persons making the gift 
(2) name of the memorialized person
(3) name/address of the family to be sent a lovely memorial
card in acknowledgment of the gift.

Names of deceased honorees are inscribed in the OC
Memorial Book, and they are held in prayer at all school
masses, a beautiful way to remember someone special! The list
of enrolled loved ones from July 2020 to July 2021 will be
published in the summer newsletter.

DID YOU HEAR?
Opelousas Catholic School (as of October 2020) has been
approved by ACT as a public test center! This is exciting
news for our students and other local students who will not
have to travel to other cities for testing.  The next ACT test
date is April 17.

ENROLLMENT?
Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year has been going
well.  Current families have enrolled along with many new
families. If new and learning more about OC, and now that
you have read this newsletter and have seen how valuable
OC can be for your child(ren), please enroll them as soon as
possible! 

Any new families are reminded to complete the online
application for admission at www.OCSvikings.com. Simply
click on Admission under the Parent Resources tab for the
online application. Once approved, the enrollment process
can be completed. 

With questions, contact Mrs. Joanne Briley, Registrar, at 337-
942-5404 ext. 109 or email brileyj@ocsvikings.com.
Remember … we are a SMALL school with BIG opportunities!

Appreciation
last but not least!

Thank you to Mrs. Marty Heintz, OC principal, for once
again making a loving gift to the school.  This time it was a
new portable ActivPanel for use in the classroom where she
teaches World History.  Yes, she teaches a class besides
leading as principal. 

It was so kind of Mrs. Liz Tullier, high school teacher, to give
the nativity set for the front lawn of our school as we prepared
for Christmas!  And we appreciate the generosity of Mrs.
Zenenova Landry, OC parent, who donated the Catholic
Schools Week sign for the front of the main building as well as
Art Box of Opelousas for the complimentary window painting
to celebrate Catholic Schools Week!

Besides new faculty members welcomed to OC at the
beginning of this school year, another new staff member,
Chassidy Bruce, was hired as a “permanent substitute
teacher”. She has been treasured during these challenging
times, and we are so grateful for her!  

Alumni, parents, family and friends are encouraged to continue
sending OC the proof of purchase labels from Community
Coffee. We have seen a decrease in our submissions over the
last couple of years … so please remember to participate!
Thanks also to those who bring their recyclables to the St.
Landry Recycling Center, applying it to OC’s account. 

Concerning the GM Box Tops Program, we remind everyone
that General Mills has gone digital with a new app to allow
people to scan their receipts instead of clipping the box top off
of the product. You may now see the new logo on products,
and you have 14 days from time of purchase to scan/submit
the receipt which will automatically give 10 cents to your school
of choice … OC! The app can be downloaded via links on the
General Mills Box Tops for Education website. This will make it
easier for our supporters in other parts of the state or country
to participate and help us. Thank you in advance! 



For Your Information (2020-2021)
BOARD OF PASTORS:

Msgr. Russell Harrington, Chancellor
Msgr. Keith DeRouen
Rev. Matthew Higginbotham
Rev. Lambert Lein
Rev. Gregory Simien

ADMINISTRATORS:
Marty Heintz, Principal
Matt Citron, Assistant Principal of Elementary Studies
Liz Meche, Assistant Principal of Academics (grades 6-12)
Willard Hanks, Dean of Students

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION: John Braham

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR: Tommy Tate

SCHOOL COUNSELOR: Cindy LaFleur 

TECHNOLOGY COORDINATOR:
Beth G. Hebert (1974)

DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT: Kathy Hebert

BUSINESS MANAGER: Haley D. Emonet (1996)

REGISTRAR: Joanne Briley

FACILITIES DIRECTOR: Justin Boyd (1997)

ADVISORY COUNCIL: Sharon Ortego, President

PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO):
Lindsey Reed, President

ACADEMIC COUNCIL: Vickie Collins, President

ATHLETIC COUNCIL: Steve Guidroz, President (1978)

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION: Blaire S. Emonet (2001) & 
Haley D. Emonet (1996), Co-Presidents

Upcoming Events 2020-2021 School Year

March 28 Passion Play by senior class, 6:30 pm

April 2-11 Easter break “The Lord is Risen!”

April 13-16 Aspire Testing (grades 3-7)

April 19 Senior-Freshmen Service Day

May 17 Junior Ring Mass & Ceremony, 6 pm

May 18 Athletic Awards, 6 pm

May 19 Senior Awards, 6 pm

May 21 Mass & Graduation Ceremony, St. Landry
Catholic Church, 6 pm

May 24 Junior High Awards (grades 6-8)

May 25 High School Awards (grades 9-12)

May 26 PreK & Kindergarten Awards

May 27 Elementary Awards (grades 1-5)

May 31 Final day of giving for Angel Appeal Drive
2020-2021

School Website:  www.OCSvikings.com

MISSION STATEMENT
OCS educates students in the mission of Christ:

to know, love, and serve God; to be kind and respectful to one another;
and to use their God-given gifts to achieve success spiritually, academically and physically.
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THANK YOU to our five advertising sponsors throughout this newsletter! 
The OC Office of Advancement appreciates your support. 

Others who wish to advertise may call 337-942-5404 ext. 105.

OCS does not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, religion or national origin in admissions or employment policies.


