
Dear Parents and Families: 

Hard to believe that two weeks from today we will begin welcoming our Opelousas Catholic students back to campus. 
Today and next Monday we will go over the policies and procedures that will allow us to bring student back to campus 
safely. You should have received an email last Monday detailing the times and days that students will return. If you did not 
receive it, contact Joanne Briley (brileyj@ocsvikings.com) to make sure your information is correct in RenWeb. The 
information from last Monday, as well as today’s Monday Update will also be posted on our website, www.ocsvikings.com. 

Next Monday you will receive a copy of the Student/Parent Handbook as well as forms that must be filled out and returned 
on the first day of school. 

Our goal at Opelousas Catholic is to provide a safe environment for our students, as well as our faculty and staff. We 
cannot do this without the help and support of our parents and students. The most important procedure and rule to follow 
is simply this: no student (or faculty member) can come to class if: 

• The student has tested positive for COVID-19 (Mandatory quarantine for 10 days from the time symptoms began 
and also must be fever and symptom free for a minimum of 72 hours without taking any fever-reducing 
medications). 

• Anyone in the family has tested positive for COVID-19 (Mandatory 14-day quarantine). 
• The student or anyone in the family has been tested for COVID-19 (Quarantined until a negative test result is 

returned). 
• The student or any family member has been exposed to a person with COVID-19, symptomatic or not. Exposure is 

defined as 15 minutes of contact without a mask of social distancing or direct contact (high school student hugs 
or kisses their boyfriend or girlfriend, for example). 

• The student has symptoms that MAY indicate COVID-19. These include fever, headache, muscle/body aches, sore 
throat, cough, extreme fatigue. The student should stay home until tested with a negative result or at least three 
days have passed without symptoms and no fever-reducing medications.  This provision also pertains to any 
student illness (flu, strep, bronchitis, upper-respiratory infection, common cold, etc.). 

Why is it so important that these guidelines be strictly adhered to? Because we ALL have a responsibility not to 
spread this disease. Also, from a practical standpoint, our teachers cannot teach if they are sick. 
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What happens when a student or teacher at Opelousas Catholic tests positive? We are required to report all positive 
cases to our Superintendent of Schools and she reports them to Region IV Health Department officials. They recommend, 
based on contacts and social distancing, if a single student or teacher, a single class, or several classes and teachers, 
must be quarantined. In general, unless there are multiple cases spread across many grade levels, schools will NOT be 
required to move to total distance learning. 

If my student cannot come to school because of COVID-19, what happens? He/she will be able to log into class at 
the same time as normal and follow the instruction remotely. 

If I am not comfortable sending my child to school because of reported cases of COVID-19, what happens? We 
can arrange a distance-learning package for your student. The student will be required to log into the class at the same 
time as normal and follow the instruction remotely. 

How does a COVID-19 related absence affect my student’s status? Absences that are documented as COVID-19 
related by the family physician or a positive test result do NOT count against the student’s total absences as long as the 
student logs into class remotely and completes all assignments. 

My student is quarantined because of COVID-19. How does this affect extra-curricular activities? The student may 
not attend or participate in any school activities, including athletics, during the quarantine period. 

My child cannot wear a face-covering. What do we do? Unless the student has a medical condition, as verified in 
writing by a doctor, that prevents the wearing of a face covering, face coverings are required for all students in Grades 3-
12. Again, we can help you with distance options if needed. 

Safety Protocols and Procedures taken by the school 

1. The school was disinfected by a professional company from Lafayette. All surfaces were “fogged”. We have 
purchased two fog sprayers and will be spraying restrooms daily and all other surfaces on a regular basis. 

2. Water fountains have been replaced with bottle filling stations. 
3. Hand-washing sinks have been installed in hallways. 
4. Additional custodial staff has been hired so that restrooms and high-touch surfaces can be disinfected throughout 

the day, in addition to our regular cleaning at night. 
5. A school nurse will be hired to oversee the health and physical safety of students and faculty. 



6. In the classroom, students will wipe down their desk and if applicable their Chromebook at the beginning and end 
of every class. Textbooks will be digital if possible and if physical books must be used, each student will have 
their own. 

7. Social distancing will be enforced. Lockers will not be used and there will be one-way traffic in hallways where 
possible. Meals will be delivered to elementary students in their classrooms and high school students will eat 
“grab and go” meals in their classrooms where social distancing can be enforced. 

8. Face coverings are required for all adults and students in Grade 3 and above and are strongly encouraged for 
younger students as well. 

9. Anyone entering campus buildings will be required to undergo both a visual and temperature check to screen for 
illness. 

10. Students will be required to wash or sanitize hands at regular intervals during the day. In addition to the 
installation of sinks, hand sanitizer is available at the doorway of every classroom and additional free-standing 
hand sanitizer dispensers have been purchased and will be located in hallways. 

11. There will be new procedures for dropping off and picking up students to allow for temperature screenings. 
12. When arriving on campus, as soon as the temperature scan is complete, students will be required to proceed to 

the classroom and remain there until class begins. Teachers will be on duty in the classrooms. 
13. All Phase requirements on group sizes will be strictly followed. In Phase II, no groups (including teacher and 

students) will exceed 25; in Phase III, that number goes to a total of 50. As a result, there will be no pep rallies or 
assemblies at this time. 

What are the procedures for dropping off students? 

• High school students must be dropped off in the student parking lot. Temperatures will be checked at the entrance 
gate. Once checked, students will be required to immediately report to their first hour classroom, where the 
teacher will be on duty. 

• Junior high students (grades 6-8) must be dropped off in the horseshoe driveway, where their temperatures will be 
checked before they exit the vehicle. Once checked, students will be required to immediately report to their first 
hour classroom, where the teacher will be on duty. 

• Elementary students (K-5th grade) must be dropped off in the elementary driveway, where their temperatures will 
be checked before they exit the vehicle. Once checked, students will be required to immediately report to their 
first hour classroom, where the teacher will be on duty. 

• Pre-K students will be walked by parents to the Pre-K area, where temperatures will be checked. Procedures for 
rainy day weather will be provided by Pre-K teachers. 



• During the pandemic, students may not walk across campus. They must be dropped off at the correct point. Yes, a 
high school student who brings younger brothers and sisters to school will have to drop them off before going to 
the high school parking lot. 

How early can my student be dropped off or arrive on campus? 

• In High school, teachers will be in classrooms at 7:20. The gate will be opened at 7:30. Classes begin at 7:50. 
• In Junior high, teachers will also be in classrooms at 7:20 and students may be dropped off in the horseshoe 

beginning at 7:30. Classes begin at 7:50. 
• In elementary and Pre-K, teachers will be in classrooms at 7:30. Students may be dropped off beginning at 7:30. 

Classes begin at 8 AM. 
• A limited number of students may register for early morning care. Please contact Elementary Assistant Principal 

Matt Citron if interested. 

When do I need to pick up my student in the afternoon? 

• Pre-K students should be picked up at 2:30. 
• High school students who drive will be dismissed to the back parking lot at 2:35. They will be required to pick up 

elementary and junior high brothers and sisters in their respective car lines. High school students who do not 
drive and junior high students will be picked up in the horseshoe drive. You will be given a sign with the students’ 
name(s) for your vehicle. In order to prevent students from gathering at the door, students will be called to the 
front when you pull up. Students may be picked up beginning at 2:40. 

• A similar procedure will be utilized at the elementary. Please pick up students beginning at 2:50. 
• After care will be available from dismissal to 5:30 PM but only for full-time participants. There will be no drop-in 

availability. If you are interested in after care you will be required to sign up during Meet and Greet. 

If there are no lockers being used, what does my Grade 6-12 student do with their cell phone? 

• High school students should lock their cell phone in the car in the parking lot. 
• If a student cannot lock the phone in the car, it must be turned off and stored in the student’s backpack. 
• If the phone rings, beeps, receives an audible text message, or is accessed by the student during the school day, 

the usual penalties will be enforced (phone confiscation and Saturday School on first offense, confiscation and 
one-day out of school suspension for second offense, and confiscation and three-day out of school suspension 



for a third offense. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure the phone is not just silenced, but turned off 
while at school. 

• Students in Pre-K through 5th are not allowed to bring cell phones on campus. 

Miscellaneous information 

• Every student should have a backpack consistent with their age and grade level. 
• Every student should have an approved water bottle, clearly labeled with the student’s name. 
• Cloth face coverings are suggested and must be provided by the parent. Disposable one-use masks are allowed 

but if used the student should have a back-up in case the mask becomes wet or damaged in the course of the 
day. Students will be allowed to remove their masks to eat and drink and when socially distanced outside during 
class activities. Masks may be solid colored or a print approved by Coach Citron in elementary or Coach Hanks 
in Grades 6-12. The wearing of a mask deemed “offensive” or “inappropriate” will result in disciplinary penalties. 

• In grades 6-12 students may wear appropriate face gaiters. Again, solid color is preferred but appropriate prints 
approved by Coach Hanks will be allowed. 

• It is not recommended that students wear face shields. However, if the child has a medical condition that suggests 
that might be better for the child, a note from the doctor will be required. 

• Any student who “forgets” their face covering or loses it during the day will be required to wear a disposable mask 
provided by the school at a $1 charge. 

I wish I could list each and every protocol, situation and question for you, but that would be impossible. This is why we 
have chosen a phased return beginning August 10, so that we can not only practice the new protocols with smaller groups 
of students, but find and correct any situations or problems that may arise. 

We can return to our campus safely but it requires us all to work together. Coach Braham will be providing more 
information on our theme for the year, which just happens to be “Together”, and we need to focus on that thought. 

Together we are strong, together we are a force to be reckoned with, together we can succeed, together we rise 
and together we are Vikings. 

Mrs. Heintz 

 


